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On the specific date of August 4, 2024, 96 fatalities were recorded,
contributing to the broader estimate of over 1,400 deaths during the entire
July Revolution of 2024 (HRSS, 2025). The protests, which had begun in
mid-July over the demand for the abolition of workplace quotas, were
initially peaceful but turned violent due to brutal state repression (Prakash,
2024). On the same day, Gaza, embroiled in ongoing conflict with Israel,
lost 51 lives due to terrorist attacks by Israel (Gaza Ministry of Health,
2024). While Gaza’s 51 fatalities transpired amid an ongoing armed conflict,
the 96 deaths in Bangladesh on the same day occurred in a non-war setting
lacking external military threats. The occurrence of a domestic political
crisis leading to roughly twice the fatalities observed in a conflict zone
highlights the disproportionate character of state-sanctioned repression. This
comparison is as a statistical baseline to underscore the unprecedented
severity of human rights violations against unarmed citizens in Bangladesh.

Sheikh Hasina transformed the country into an authoritarian state during
her fifteen-year tenure as Prime Minister from January 2009 to August 2024
(Das, 2025). Over the years, the government has responded violently to
protests, with notable incidents such as the violent crackdowns in 2013. One
of the most devastating incidents occurred when the conviction of Sayeedi,
a Jamaat-e-Islami party leader, sparked protests, leaving more than 100 dead
(BBC News, 2014). Another violent crackdown took place during the
Hefazat-e-1slam protests in May 2013, an unknown number of people died,
their bodies being allegedly ‘removed’ from the streets by government
forces (Khan, 2018).
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On July 15, 2024, students at Dhaka University protested peacefully for government job quota
reforms. Similar protests spread nationwide, followed by attacks believed to be coordinated by
Bangladesh Chatra League (BSL), linked to the ruling Bangladesh Awami League (BAL). By July 18,
32 deaths were reported as security forces, including RAB, BGB, and police, used unlawful force,
including tear gas (Corea & Erum, 2024). The protest escalated in danger, transitioning from demands
for quota reform to calls for the government’s resignation. During the July Revolution, over 1,400
individuals were killed (Keaten, 2025; Islam & Faisal, 2026). August 4 has been designated as the pivotal
day for this movement. Diverse individuals nationwide participated in this protest to overthrow the
government and seek justice. This day became a significant record of the most severe state-sanctioned
force in the nation’s contemporary history.

Data from the Human Rights Support Society (HRSS, 2025) presented in Figure 1 indicates that the
majority of deaths in Bangladesh on this particular day (46.60%) were caused by police shootings. BAL
and its affiliates, such as the BSL and Jubo League, also shot and beat protesters, killing them (HRSS,
2025). In contrast to Gaza, where fatalities were due to the ongoing war, the 96 deaths in Bangladesh
resulted from police and political party violence. This comparison underscores the remarkable nature of
the killings in Bangladesh, where unarmed civilians were targeted simply for demanding their rights
(Siddik et al., 2026).

Figure 1: Distribution of Fatalities by Cause in Bangladesh on August 4, 2024
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According to the Human Rights Support Society (HRSS, 2025), Figure 2 shows that the majority of
those killed in Bangladesh were young, with 43.7% of the fatalities aged 19-30 and 25.38% aged 31—
59. Alarmingly, children under the age of 18 made up 9% of the fatalities. Whereas data from Gaza
Health Ministry, 2024 shows 82.6% of Gaza’s deaths were young, with children accounting for 17.4%
of the total (Gaza Ministry of Health, 2024).

Figure 2: Age Group Distribution of Fatalities in Bangladesh and Palestine
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One of the most concerning aspects of the violence in Bangladesh is that it took place in a non-war
environment. This tragic loss of life was caused by the state using force against peaceful protesters,
which escalated into brutality. Beyond the immediate loss of life, violence has had a profound
psychological impact (Faruk, 2024; Siddik et al., 2026). Survivors, injured or lost loved ones, will carry
this trauma for years. Mental health support services should be provided to the affected students and
their families to help them cope with the trauma of these recent events. Ensuring justice and health
support is essential to restoring trust and stability in the country (Siddik, 2024).

The events of August 4, 2024, in Bangladesh underscore the devastating consequences of state-
sanctioned repression. The tragic loss of 96 lives in a non-war context is a reminder of the
disproportionate use of forces that can occur under an authoritarian regime. The comparison with Gaza,
where 51 fatalities occurred on the same day, highlights the unique nature of Bangladesh’s political
crisis.

The violence of August 4, 2024, serves as a critical reminder of the power of the state to inflict harm
on its citizens. The international community must act to hold oppressive governments accountable to
prevent such tragedies from continuing. It is necessary to institute independent judicial processes to
guarantee that individuals accountable for the application of lethal force receive suitable legal
punishments (Islam, 2026). Furthermore, justice must be administered through transparent trials.
Without justice and reform, Bangladesh, like Gaza, will remain caught in cycles of violence, and future
generations will continue to suffer from the consequences of unchecked state power.
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