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1. INTRODUCTION  

Crime news is generally viewed as more significant issues in almost every country around the world. It 

delivers an important service to the public and keeps people updated on what is going on our society. 

Investigative crime reporters are crucial for every nation to explore the new patterns and trends of crime 

to raise awareness among the people.  

Journalists are the lifeline of freedom of expression and public accountability. According to the results 

of a study, it clearly indicates that, in addition to the physical, psychological, emotional, and financial 

well-being of journalists, numerous threats to their safety also represent a threat to the integrity of 

journalism and to professional standards (Clark & Grech, 2017).   Journalists are harassed and violently 

attacked daily by gang groups, political groups and their supporters, government authorities and other 

extremist groups. Most commonly, journalists have been threatened and attacked due to conduct 

reporting on corruption, illegal activities, political offending, terrorism or human rights abuses (Ashik 

& Amaliyyah, 2021). 

Journalists face a wide range of threats to their safety and well-being, particularly in countries where 

press freedom is limited or non-existent. The socio-political culture of the media industry in the nation 

also plays a significant role in contributing to the unfavourable situation. According to UNESCO (2021), 

Many countries as well as National authorities all over the world frequently use anti-state charges, such 

as terrorism, espionage, and conspiracy, to excuse the arrest and detention of journalists. Journalists are 

often subject to physical violence, including assault, beatings and even murder. Between 2006 and 2020, 

Asia and the Pacific experienced a significant level of impunity for journalist killings, with 89% of cases 

remaining unresolved (UNESCO, 2021). Enforced disappearance, kidnapping and arbitrary 

imprisonment have also silenced journalists. The lack of financial support from media companies is 

primarily to blame for the job and livelihood insecurity. Some vulnerabilities primarily cause journalists 

to feel endangered. Lack of an adequate method to track crimes against journalists, a deficient judicial 

system, ineffective laws, and a government mind-set that is uninterested in reviewing laws, introducing 

legal reforms, and creating databases for monitoring (Jamil, 2019).  

Threats against journalists can have serious impacts on their ability to do their job and can lead to a 

chilling effect on press freedom. Threats can have a wide range of negative impacts, from limiting the 

diversity of perspectives in the media to putting individual journalists at risk of physical harm and 

psychological trauma.  Several programs are needed to reduce threats and vulnerabilities among the 

crime reporters.  Governments should pass and implement laws that safeguard journalists, such as those 

that make it illegal to attack journalists, guarantee information access, and shield informants. Because 

report shows that only 14.5% of countries have a good press freedom situation, which reflects adequate 

legislative frameworks and legal implementation for safeguarding journalists in these countries 

(Reporters Without Borders, 2022). 

Journalist faces enormous threats and violence through their entire procedure of occupation to ensure 

the actual scenario of the crime. According to the Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), as of July 2022, 119 

journalists were subjected to various types of attacks, lawsuits, and torture. Of these, 38 were attacked 

while performing their professional duties and 19 were sued for the news they published (Dhaka Post, 

2022). Journalists working on irregularities, corruption and misconduct are particularly subjected to 

various forms of harassment, in which the ruling party often plays a major role. In the case of major 

crimes, there is probably a link to some political organization. As a result, journalists are harassed in 

various ways while working. In addition to being attacked after publishing reports, journalists are 

frequently threatened by state authorities. In addition, advertisements are often blocked, and the media 

is also blocked. Far from being tortured and harassed or physically and mentally injured, even after a 

journalist is killed, justice is not served. Bangladesh ranks twelfth in the 2018 Global Impunity Index of 

the Committee to Protect Journalists. According to the report, even after years have passed since the 

murder of 7 journalists, the trial has not been completed (TIB, 2019). Considering these issues, this study 
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has attempted to highlight the threats, obstacles or weaknesses in the work of investigative journalists. 

The major reasons for being threatened and vulnerabilities are political conflict, pressure from 

Governments, the state of the law and religious extremism, etc. Besides, consequences of threats and 

vulnerabilities create several physical, psychological problems to remove these threats and 

vulnerabilities, the rights of the journalists should be ensured, and the government should be 

accountable. 

 

1.1. Statement of the Problem 

The media is extremely important for establishing democracy because it helps shape public opinion. In 

this process, journalists play a key role. They keep people updated on current events. They highlight the 

reality by highlighting irregularities, corruption and criminal activities, as well as highlighting which 

aspects of society are flawed or need to be changed in terms of citizens rights and protection (Besley & 

Burgess, 2005). But in this case, journalists have to face severe obstacles in finding information and 

spreading news without discrimination. This problem is severe in Bangladesh. Journalists are even 

targeted through laws related to cyber security. According to Odhikar, in 2022, two journalists were 

killed, 103 injured, 37 insulted, 15 attacked, five detained, 21 threatened and nine cases were filed against 

them (Odhikar, 2022). Besides, Amnesty International reported that between January 2019 and May 

2021, more than 100 journalists were filed cases against them and 39 arrested under the Digital Security 

Act-2018 (Amnesty International, 2018). The use of these laws appears to have undermined freedom of 

expression and violated human rights. Due to these deeply rooted physical and psychological threats, 

journalists’ regular activities have come under serious threat and the weaknesses of society are 

increasingly becoming greater problems day by day. This study focuses on these threats and issues. 

In particular, this study attempts to find out what kind of threats and vulnerabilities investigative 

journalists face, what factors are responsible for creating threats and vulnerabilities among investigative 

journalists, and lastly what are the consequences of threats on journalists in reporting on crime? This 

study has shown, attacks on journalists and the reduction of journalistic autonomy are strongly linked to 

political and economic factors. Journalists face many vulnerabilities due to threats from advertisers, 

mafia or gang groups, governments, media owners, political parties, extremist groups, society, press-

related laws, and prosecutions. 

 

1.2. Significance of the Study  

Investigative crime reporters often work in dangerous and high-risk environments, and they may face 

threats from government, political parties, higher authority, criminal groups or other parties who want 

to stop them from uncovering the truth. A research study can help identify the types of threats and 

vulnerabilities that journalists face and develop strategies to protect their safety and well-being. The 

ability of journalists to report freely and without fear of reprisal is a cornerstone of democracy. However, 

when journalists face threats and intimidation, they may self-censor or avoid certain stories, which can 

have a chilling effect on press freedom. By understanding the threats and vulnerabilities that 

investigative crime reporters face, policymakers and media organizations can develop policies and 

practices that support press freedom and the safety of journalists. 

From a broader criminological perspective, the research can also provide insights into the nature and 

extent of criminal activities, including organized crime, corruption, and human rights violations. 

Investigative journalists often play a critical role in exposing these types of crimes and holding 

perpetrators accountable, and understanding the challenges they face can help to promote a more 

effective response to these issues. 
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2. Literature Review 

Journalism is the fourth pillar of a state. Freedom of press is a fundamental right in a democratic country. 

Violence, threats, risk and insecurity against journalists have been increasing all over the world day by 

day. Besides fear of losing jobs, political threats and harassment by the state-authority or political 

persons, providing anti-public law and self-censorship are creating vulnerabilities and diminishing media 

freedoms. But journalists are harassed and violently attacked daily by gang groups, political groups and 

their supporters, government authorities and other extremist groups. Most commonly, journalists have 

been threatened and attacked due to conduct reporting on corruption, illegal activities, political 

offending, terrorism or human rights abuses (Ashik & Amaliyyah, 2021).   

The media are crucial for democracy because they help shape public opinion and keep people updated 

about current events. This study has shown that the connection between attacks on journalists and a 

decline in journalistic autonomy is complicated by political and economic factors. When workplace 

violence, internal conflict, gender disparities, homicides, and insecurity are linked to newsrooms, the 

decline is greatest. those journalists working in rural or provincial areas; these people face higher risks 

and threats because of the strong presence of organized crime and guerrillas in these territories, and the 

state’s slow response capacity to reach these places (Garcés-Prettel et al., 2020).   

An investigative crime reporter is a journalist who specializes in investigating and reporting on crime, 

often with a focus on uncovering wrongdoing or corruption in law enforcement, government agencies, 

or other institutions. These reporters use a variety of sources and methods to gather information and 

evidence, often working to expose crimes or injustices that might otherwise go unnoticed or unpunished. 

According to the Society of Professional Journalists, investigative reporting is “the reporting, through 

one’s own initiative and work product, of matters of importance to readers, viewers or listeners” (Society 

of Professional Journalists, n.d.). Crime reporters who specialize in investigative reporting use this same 

approach, but with a specific focus on uncovering criminal activity. In addition, the Columbia Journalism 

Review notes that investigative reporters often work on stories for an extended period of time, using a 

range of sources and investigative techniques to uncover information that may be difficult to obtain 

(Mayer, 2015). A threat can be defined as “an expression of intent to inflict harm or loss to an individual 

or entity, typically delivered in a credible manner"” (Gordon, 2012, p. 245). Threats can take many 

forms, including verbal, written, or physical. They can also be communicated through various means, 

such as face-to-face interactions, emails, social media, or letters. Another definition of a threat is given 

by the U.S. Department of Justice, which defines a threat as “a communicated intent to inflict harm or 

loss on another person or on property, as well as any conduct that would cause a reasonable person to 

fear for his or her safety or the safety of others, or to fear damage to or loss of property” (U.S. Department 

of Justice, n.d.).  

On the other hand, vulnerabilities refer to weaknesses or flaws in a system or process that can be 

exploited by attackers to gain unauthorized access, steal data, or cause damage. These vulnerabilities 

can exist in computer software, networks, physical infrastructure, and human behaviour, and they can 

pose significant risks to individuals, organizations, and society as a whole. The National Institute of 

Standards and Technology (NIST) defines vulnerability as “a weakness in an information system, system 

security procedures, internal controls, or implementation that could be exploited or triggered by a threat 

source” (NIST, 2021). The US Department of Homeland Security defines vulnerability as a weakness in 

an information system, system security procedures, internal controls, or implementation that could be 

exploited or triggered by a threat source (USDHS, 2021). 

There are still many forms of repression used against journalists, including non-lethal physical 

assaults, kidnappings, arbitrary detention, threats, online and offline harassment, and reprisal against 

family members everywhere.  

All of these attacks seriously jeopardize journalists’ capacity to carry out their important job and 

https://doi.org/10.65826/JSAI.1.1.2026.63


doi.org/10.65826/JSAI.1.1.2026.63 
Vol. 01, Issue 01, pp. 217-238, 2025                              Journal of South Asian Issues (JSAI) 
 

221 

 

support the public’s right to information. Four hundred media murders were reported between 2016 and 

2020 by UNESCO. Nevertheless, this represents a nearly 20% reduction from the previous five-year 

span, from 2011 to 2015, when UNESCO recorded 491 murders. 94,123 in Asia and the Pacific. which 

are up from the previous five years. A 31 percent rise was seen in Asia and the Pacific. In 2020, 5 died 

in Bangladesh. Almost eight in ten (87%) of all murders of journalists stay unsolved. According to 

UNESCO, seven out of ten female journalists who took part in a global survey said they had been 

subjected to online abuse while at work (UNESCO, 2021). Almost eight in ten (87%) of all murders of 

journalists stay unsolved. According to UNESCO study, seven out of ten female journalists who took 

part in a global survey said they had been subjected to online abuse while at work (UNESCO, 2021). 

Enforced disappearance, kidnapping, and arbitrary imprisonment have silenced journalists. National 

authorities frequently use anti-state charges, such as terrorism, espionage, and conspiracy, to excuse the 

arrest and detention of journalists.  

Despite the fact that there have been fewer journalistic murders in recent years, as was previously 

mentioned, CPJ notes a parallel rise in the number of journalists being imprisoned globally. In other 

cases, there were several writers who were the targets. In the previous ten years, 324 reporters have died 

worldwide (Committee to Protect Journalists, 2018). In countries where instability brought on by conflict 

and violence by armed groups has fuelled impunity, the majority of them were local journalists covering 

subjects like corruption, crime, politics, or human rights. Therefore, it is crucial to emphasize how the 

socioeconomic situation of media businesses, which is influenced by technological acceleration, has 

helped to re-signify the traditional situation of journalists and their workplace. Additionally, the 

combination of overt violence and employment insecurity has hurt journalism’s ability to perform 

professionally across the board, not just in the world’s periphery. Additionally, the combination of overt 

violence and employment insecurity has hurt journalism’s ability to perform professionally across the 

board, not just in the world’s periphery. In a similar vein, there is increasing concern over government 

control of information, not just in conflict zones but globally, as well as the growing promiscuity among 

economic, political, and media powers (Tejedor et al., 2022). According to Reporters Without Borders, 

Bangladesh was ranked 146th in the 2018 World Press Freedom Index (Arman, 2018). According to 

Freedom House (2017b), the press is "not free" in Bangladesh. Murders go unsolved, other violent 

crimes go unpunished, and physical abuse and threats against reporters and blogs continue with 

impunity. Authorities have a history of filing lawsuits against media for violating restrictive laws. 

The existing literature has extensively documented the global and regional challenges facing 

journalists. Emphasis is placed on threats such as political repression, economic insecurity, censorship, 

and violence. Research also notes that journalists working on corruption, crime, and political issues, 

particularly in developing countries, face risks of intimidation, harassment, and even death (Ashik & 

Amaliyyah, 2021; Garcés-Prettel et al., 2020; UNESCO, 2021). However, most of the studies focus on 

global or national trends. Limited attention is paid to local experiences and the specific nature of the 

threats faced by investigative crime journalists in the marginal areas in Bangladesh. Although 

Bangladesh consistently ranks low in the Press Freedom Index, there is a lack of empirical research 

exploring how these challenges manifest in specific regions and how local journalists cope with political 

pressures, financial instability, and institutional weaknesses. Besides, existing studies have often 

presented “threats” and “vulnerabilities” as abstract or general concepts, without providing quantitative 

analysis of their intensity, sources, and impact on journalist’s mental health, safety, and professional 

integrity. In addition, evidence-based information on how political and economic factors increase the 

level of risk for journalists in semi-urban or rural contexts is very limited. To address these gaps, this 

study focuses on investigative crime journalists in Tangail, one of the largest districts in Bangladesh. By 

analysing quantitative data collected from respondents, this study identifies the nature, causes, and 

consequences of threats and vulnerabilities faced by journalists.  

In doing so, the study provides local and data-based insights into the broader debate on journalist 

safety and media freedom in Bangladesh and provides a useful basis for future policy and institutional 
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action. 

 

3. Research Methodology 

3.1. Research Design 

There are two research approaches. They are qualitative and quantitative research. The study is mainly 

quantitative in nature which is statistics based and collects quantitative data from different respondents. 

By conducting interviews with a sample of people and giving them a questionnaire, this study used a 

survey design to gather data. A scientific procedure called survey design entails monitoring and 

characterizing a subject’s behaviour without in any way altering it.  When gathering data regarding 

general experiences, beliefs, and behavioural patterns, this type of study design is helpful. Thus, this 

falls within the scope of our research. 

 

3.2. Study Area 

This study aims at exploring the challenges faced by investigating crime reporters in Bangladesh, for the 

fulfilment of this purpose, the study has been conducted on investigative crime reporters on Tangail 

district.    

Tangail district is one of the most populated and largest districts in the country. In Tangail, the crime 

reporter comparatively has to face more criminal cases. Tangail has been selected as a study area for two 

reasons, the first one is the study had financial constraints as this is an independent study with no funding.  

Secondly, there were time constraints in completing the study.   

 

3.3. Sources of the Data 

For the purpose of the study, the data are used in this research based on both primary and secondary 

sources. These types of data make the research more effective and reliable to the reader.  Data have been 

collected mainly based on primary sources from directed to the respondents at the field level from crime 

reporters by sharing their own experiences. Primary data are collected from the listed 73 journalists in 

the Tangail press club those who are deals with crime investigation and faced several threats and 

vulnerabilities in dealing with cases. In this procedure, crime reporters are interviewed through a 

properly structured questionnaire that includes both close-ended and open-ended questions used for 

primary data collection from the respondents.   

This study includes various secondary data which is similar to the subject matter of this paper. It used 

many statistical data from the newspaper, journals, articles, etc. It also used many literatures as the 

secondary source of data.  

 

3.4. Population and Unit of Analysis 

A target population is defined as all the members of a real or hypothetical set of people, events or objects 

from which a researcher wishes to generate the research study. Creswell, (2005). The entire set of 

relevant units of analysis, or data, is called the population. In this study, total population is 73. The 

respondents are the investigating crime reporters who faced numerous challenges during doing crime 

investigation. Here the total population of this study was known. Each of the respondents was considered 

as a unit of analysis for this study.  
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3.5. Sample, Sample Size, and Sampling 

Sampling is the process of selecting the sample. In this study, the sample size was known.  

Sampling is the act, process, or technique of selecting a suitable sample, or a representative part of a 

population for the purpose of determining parameters or characteristics of the whole population (Mugo, 

2002). Since the population size is small and their locations are close, this study was conducted by 

sampling the entire population. 

 

3.6. Questionnaire Construction 

Questionnaire construction is very important for a survey and face-to-face interview research. Survey 

questions concerned with facts, opinions, attitude, respondent motivation, and their level of profession 

with the subject. There are two types of content in a questionnaire which are close ended and open-

ended. Both types of questionnaires are used here.   

So, the questionnaire was constructed with the socio-demographic factors, such as. age, religion, 

education and the socio-economic factors, such as, monthly income and professional information. The 

questionnaire was also constructed with the respondent’s professional experiences, facing threats and 

vulnerabilities, causes, impacts and preventive measures.  

 

3.7. Data Collection Method 

The main field work of independence study is data collection. Departmental permission had to be taken 

before going to the field. With the help of the permission access to the field had been ensured.   The 

study has used quantitative approaches for generating the data to fulfil the study. The researcher collected 

the data with the use of a survey method were asking questions to a sample of respondents using 

structured questionnaire which contain of both close ended questions and open-ended questions. The 

questionnaire consists of socio-demographic characteristics of the respondent, types and causes of 

challenges faced by investigating crime reporters, affecting factors of challenging situation and level of 

consequences of challenges on crime reporters.  In the questionnaire there are 21 questions to ask the 

respondents face to face. Data has collected from interview with questionnaire that included essential 

and in questions related to the in-depth study.  It was very hard to rapport building with the respondent 

and get information. Due to the physical treatment of the researcher, 39 respondents were reached for 

data collection. The data was collected within 10 days. The collection process was started from February 

23, 2023, and continued till March 3, 2023.  

With the start of the data collection, the data processing procedure also began. Before and after coding 

is built to analyse the raw data after data collection. The SPSS data editor format is used to impute data 

after the coding process. For the analysis of data in social science, there is a particular software called 

SPSS. In order to do statistical analyses and derive conclusions for usage in additional contexts, data 

was altered. The results of the statistical analysis have been presented in a variety of ways, including 

frequency tables, cross tables, and other tabular forms, percentages with various graph cross types, and 

others. Descriptive and inferential statistics have been used to analyse the data. All of this has been used 

to demonstrate the data gathered from the study and the causal relationship between variables. For better 

analysis, the study used univariate analysis by multiple analytic methods. 

 

3.8. Limitations of the Study 

This study was conducted on journalists working in the Tangail district of Bangladesh. Naturally, the 

number of journalists working in a single district is not very high. However, it was not possible to 
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determine the exact total number of journalists currently working in the district. In addition, many 

journalists were busy with their professional responsibilities and could not be reached, which limited the 

sample size. 

No female journalists were found in the Tangail Press Club, one of the major journalist associations 

in the district. Similarly, no female journalists could be contacted outside the press club either. It also 

could not be confirmed whether any female journalists are currently working in the district. 

 

4. Results 

This chapter focuses on the analysis and interpretation of research results. Univariate and bivariate 

analysis have been used to represent the results of this research on threats and vulnerabilities faced by 

investigative crime reporters in Tangail. The demographic data, the nature, the causes, and the effects of 

threats and vulnerabilities are among the results have been drawn from the analysis of the data has been 

gathered with the aid of frequency tables and cross tabulations, this chapter has been divided into several 

sections, each of which contains a univariate analysis, a bivariate analysis, discussion and conclusion.  

The data includes five age categories and total number of respondents, which is 39 in this case. The 

majority of the respondents (33.3% each) fall into the age groups of 21-30 and 31-40. The next most 

frequent age group is 41-50, which comprises 25.6% of the respondents. The age groups of 51-60 and 

61-70 have the least number of respondents, with 5.1% and 2.6% respectively. Overall, the data suggests 

that the respondents are relatively young, with a majority falling in the age range of 21-40. 

The data includes two religious groups, namely Islam and Hindu and the total number of respondents, 

which is 39 in this case. The majority of the respondents (89.7%) are Muslims, with a total of 35 

respondents belonging to this religious group. On the other hand, the number of respondents who identify 

as Hindu is relatively small, comprising only 10.3% of the total respondents with 4 individuals. 

The data includes three categories of education: “Journalism-based”, “General except Journalism”, 

and Both and the total number of respondents, which is 39 in this case. The majority of the respondents 

(92.3%) have a general education background except in journalism. Out of the total respondents, 36 

individuals belong to this category. Only 5.1% of the respondents have a journalism-based education, 

which includes only two individuals. One individual out of 39 respondents has received education in 

both journalism-based and general education, comprising 2.6% of the total respondents. 

The professions are “Part-time Journalist” and “Professional Journalist.” The total of 39 respondents, 

13 (33.3%) are part-time journalists and 26 (66.7%) are professional journalists. The respondents were 

given three options to choose from: local level media, national level media, or both. Out of the 39 

respondents, 17.9% (7) of them reported being involved with local level media only, while 30.8% (12) 

reported being involved with national level media only. The majority of the respondents, 51.3% (20), 

reported being involved with both local and national level media. 

The data is presented in five categories: 0-5 years, 6-10 years, 11-15 years, 16-20 years and above 20 

years. All respondents provided information on their duration of profession. Of these, the largest group 

of respondents (30.8%) had been in their profession for 11-15 years, followed by those who had been in 

their profession for 0-5 years and 6-10 years, each comprising 23.1% of the total respondents. Only a 

small percentage of respondents had been in their profession for 16-20 years (5.1%), while a slightly 

higher percentage had been in their profession for above 20 years (17.9%). Out of a total of 39 respondent 

journalists, 17 (43.6%) earn less than 10,000 thousand per month, 11 (28.2%) earn between 10,000-

20,000 thousand per month, 6 (15.4%) earn between 20,000-30,000 thousand per month, 3 (7.7%) earn 

between 30,000-40,000 thousand per month, and 2 (5.1%) earn more than 50,000 thousand per month. 

According to the respondents, 84.6% of the respondents (33 individuals) reported being involved with 
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an organization, while 15.4% (6 individuals) reported not being involved with an organization. Print 

media has the highest number of responses at 29, accounting for 39.7% of cases and 74.4% of total 

responses. Electronic media has 19 responses, representing 26.0% of cases and 48.7% of total responses. 

Online media has 25 responses, accounting for 34.2% of cases and 64.1% of total responses. The total 

number of responses is 73, and the total percentage of cases is 187.2%, indicating that some respondents 

may have provided multiple responses or their responses may have overlapped across different types of 

media. 

The data shows that the most common work position reported by respondents is correspondent, with 

30 individuals reporting this position, which represents 58.8% of the total cases or 76.9% if looking at 

percentages as if each respondent could only report one position. Staff reporter is the second most 

common position, reported by 10 respondents (19.6% or 25.6%). Editor is the third most common 

position, with 9 respondents reporting it (17.6% or 23.1%). The least common position is camera person, 

which was reported by only 2 respondents (3.9% or 5.1%). According to the data, all of them reported 

facing threats, resulting in a frequency of 39 and a percentage of 100%.  10 journalists (25.6%) have 

faced only one threat, while 6 journalists (15.4%) have faced two threats. Five journalists (12.8%) have 

faced three to five threats, and the majority of the surveyed journalists, 18 journalists (46.2%), have 

faced more than five threats. 

The recommendations are categorized into eight options, with corresponding frequencies and 

percentages. The categories are as follows: “No solution due to dishonesty” - This option received the 

lowest frequency of 1, which is equivalent to 2.6% of the total responses. This suggests that some 

respondents believe that there is no effective solution to the problem due to the dishonesty of some 

parties. “Establish new policy and increase wage” - This option received a frequency of 5, which is 

equivalent to 12.8% of the total responses. Respondents who chose this option believe that creating new 

policies and increasing the wage of journalists can help prevent threats and vulnerabilities against them. 

“Ensure accountability, rule of law, and abolish political influence" - This option received the highest 

frequency of 10, which is equivalent to 25.6% of the total responses. This suggests that many respondents 

believe that ensuring accountability, upholding the rule of law, and eliminating political influence can 

help to protect journalists. “Maintain transparency, professionalism, and ethical journalism” - This 

option received a frequency of 8, which is equivalent to 20.5% of the total responses. Respondents who 

chose this option believe that maintaining transparency, professionalism, and ethical journalism can help 

prevent threats and vulnerabilities against journalists. “Ensure journalist security by government and 

media house” - This option received a frequency of 3, which is equivalent to 7.7% of the total responses. 

This suggests that some respondents believe that ensuring the security of journalists by both the 

government and media houses can help prevent threats and vulnerabilities. “Ensure freedom of working 

and freedom of speech” - This option received a frequency of 7, which is equivalent to 17.9% of the 

total responses. Respondents who chose this option believe that ensuring the freedom of working and 

freedom of speech for journalists can help prevent threats and vulnerabilities against them. “Repeal 

unethical acts” - This option received a frequency of 3, which is equivalent to 7.7% of the total responses. 

Respondents who chose this option believe that repealing unethical acts can help prevent threats and 

vulnerabilities against journalists. “Media owner must be a journalist” - This option received a frequency 

of 2, which is equivalent to 5.1% of the total responses. This suggests that some respondents believe that 

having a media owner who is a journalist can help to prevent threats and vulnerabilities against 

journalists. 

 

 

Respondents faced various types of threats, including political threats, government threats, mafia 

threats, legal threats, advertiser threats, media owner threats, extremist threats, community threats, 

societal threats, and anonymous threats. The data shows that the most common type of threat reported 
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by journalists is political threats, with 37 respondents (26.1% or 94.9%) reporting this type of threat. 

Government threats are the second most common type, with 20 respondents (14.1% or 51.3%) reporting 

them, followed closely by mafia threats, reported by 18 respondents (12.7% or 46.2%). Anonymous 

threats were reported by 27 respondents (19.0% or 69.2%). Legal threats, advertiser threats, media owner 

threats, extremist threats, community threats, and societal threats were reported by smaller numbers of 

respondents.  

The reasons are categorized into ten types, including biasness of journalist, corrupted journalist, 

ideological point, sensitive info publish, more interest than ethics, owner engaged offending, lack of 

guideline and training, lack of implementation of law, corrupted government. The total number of cases 

is 256 from 39 of respondents, which may indicate that some cases involve more than one reason. For 

instance, largest number of respondents 34 (87.2%) out of 39 think that lack of implementation of law 

is the reason to existence of threats. Corrupted governmental institution is the second largest response 

32 982.1%) of journalist about the reason of threats and thirdly 31 (79.5%) responses think corrupt 

journalist is the reason to threats. Besides, 10.2% of respondents believe that biasness of journalists is a 

reason behind threats against them, and this reason was identified in 26 responses. Similarly, 12.1% of 

respondents identified corruption among journalists as a reason for threats, and this reason was identified 

in 31 responses. Another significant reason identified by respondents is the lack of implementation of 

law (13.3%), with 34 respondents indicating this as a reason. 

Out of the 44 responses from 39 respondents who are journalists, 15.9% reported being physically 

threatened, 45.5% reported being mentally threatened, 22.7% reported being economically threatened, 

and 15.9% reported that their family was affected by the threats. It is important to note that the 

percentages add up to more than 100% because respondents were allowed to select more than one type 

of threat that affected them.  

The percentage of cases ranges from 25.6% for force to expatriation to 97.4% for suppression of 

freedom of speech. 38 (97.4%) journalists think suppression of freedom of speech is the major impact 

of threats. Secondly 37 (92.3%) journalists out of 39 think that increase illegal activities also the impact 

due to existence of different types of threats faced by journalist. Loss of faith is the third number of 

impacts according with response 35 (89.7%).  The most common impacts reported are related to the 

psychological disturbance, fear of attack, fear of family protection, decrease in productivity, decrease in 

transparency of media, degradation of media's reputation, decrease in media trustworthiness, loss of faith 

in democratic institutions, and suppression of freedom of speech. 

For the statement “Maximum reporter facing threats”, the majority of participants (48.7%) fully agree, 

followed by 43.6% who slightly agree, 7.6% who slightly disagree, and none who fully disagree. The 

mean score for this statement is 1.5897, with a standard deviation of .63734. For the statement 

“Workplace not safe”, 43.6% of participants fully agree, 33.3% slightly agree, 17.9% slightly disagree, 

and 5.1% fully disagree. The mean score for this statement is 1.8462, with a standard deviation of 

0.904331. 
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5. BIVARIATE ANALYSIS 

5.1 Bivariate Analysis 1 
 

Table 1: Profession of the respondents* Nature of threats 

 

NATURE OF 

THREATS 

NUMBER & 

PERCENT 

PROFESSION 

Response rate Part time 

journalist 

Professional 

journalist 

Political threats 
Number 13 24 37 

Percent 35.1% 64.9%  

Govt threat 
Number 9 11 20 

Percent 45.0% 55.0%  

Mafia threat 
Number 1 17 18 

Percent 5.6% 94.4%  

Legal threats 
Number 0 6 6 

Percent 0.0% 100.0%  

Advertiser threat 
Number 0 3 3 

Percent 0.0% 100.0%  

Media owner 

threat 

Number 0 6 6 

Percent 0.0% 100.0%  

Extremist threat 
Number 0 6 6 

Percent 0.0% 100.0%  

Community 

threat 

Number 1 4 5 

Percent 20.0% 80.0%  

Societal threat 
Number 3 11 14 

Percent 21.4% 78.6%  

Threats in phone 

call 

Number 10 17 27 

Percent 37.0% 63.0%  

Total Number 13 26 39 

 

This is a cross table or contingency table that shows the number and percentage of threats faced by 

two groups of journalists: part-time journalists and professional journalists. The total number of 

journalists in the study is 39, with 13 part-time journalists and 26 professional journalists. Political 

threats are the most common type of threat faced by both groups of journalists, with a total of 13 threats 

reported, where 35.1% were faced by part-time journalists and 64.9% by professional journalists. 

Government threats are the most common type of threat, with a total of 20 threats reported. Of these, 

45% were faced by part-time journalists and 55% by professional journalists. Phone calls are the most 

common mode of threat, accounting for a total of 27 threats reported. Of these, 37% were faced by part-

time journalists and 63% by professional journalists. Mafia threats, Societal threats, Community threats, 

Legal threats, advertiser threats, media owner threats, and extremist threats were reported that also faced 

by both group of journalists. 
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5.2 Bivariate Analysis 2 

 

Table 2: Level of media involvement of the respondents* Nature of threats 

 

 

Nature 0f 

Threats 

 

 

Number & 

Percent 

Level of Media  

Total Local 

level media 

National 

level media 

Both 

Political threats Number 7 11 19 37 

Percent 18.9% 29.7% 51.4%  

Govt threat Number 4 7 9 20 

Percent 20.0% 35.0% 45.0%  

Mafia threat Number 2 5 11 18 

Percent 11.1% 27.8% 61.1%  

Legal threats Number 1 2 3 6 

Percent 16.7% 33.3% 50.0%  

Advertiser 

threat 

Number 0 1 2 3 

Percent 0.0% 33.3% 66.7%  

Media owner 

threat 

Number 1 3 2 6 

Percent 16.7% 50.0% 33.3%  

Extremist 

threat 

Number 0 2 4 6 

Percent 0.0% 33.3% 66.7%  

Community 

threat 

Number 0 1 4 5 

Percent 0.0% 20.0% 80.0%  

Societal threat Number 3 3 8 14 

Percent 21.4% 21.4% 57.1%  

Threats in 

phone call 

Number 3 9 15 27 

Percent 11.1% 33.3% 55.6%  

Total Number 7 12 20 39 

This table provides the cross-tabulation of information on the nature of threats faced by journalists 

and their level of media involvement, based on the data collected from a survey. According to the table, 

the most common type of threat faced by journalists is political threats, which account for 37 out of 39 

total threats (18.9% local level media involvement, 29.7% national level media involvement, and 51.4% 

both levels of media involvement). The most common type of threat is government threat, which 

accounts for 20 out of 39 total threats (20.0% local level media involvement, 35.0% national level media 

involvement, and 45.0% both levels of media involvement). Mafia threats also most common type of 

threat, accounting for 18 out of 39 total threats (11.1% local level media involvement, 27.8% national 

level media involvement, and 61.1% both levels of media involvement). The table also provides 

information on the types of threats faced by journalists in phone calls. According to the data, 27 out of 

39 total threats were made over the phone, with 11.1% involving local level media, 33.3% involving 

national level media, and 55.6% involving both levels of media. The table also shows the percentage of 

different types of threats that involve journalists at both the local and national level. For instance, 

advertiser threats only account for 3 out of 39 total threats, but all of them involved national level media. 

In contrast, community threats only account for 5 out of 39 total threats, but 80% of them involved local 

level media. 
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5.3 Bivariate Analysis 3 

 

Table 3: Duration of profession of the Respondents* Nature of Threats 

 

Nature of 

Threats 

 

Number & 

Percent 

Duration of Profession (Yearly) 

Total 
0-5 6-10 11-15 16-20 Above 20 

Political 

threats 

Number 9 8 11 2 7 37 

Percent 24.3% 21.6% 29.7% 5.4% 18.9%  

Govt threat 
Number 4 6 6 1 3 20 

Percent 20.0% 30.0% 30.0% 5.0% 15.0%  

Mafia 

threat 

Number 1 2 9 1 5 18 

Percent 5.6% 11.1% 50.0% 5.6% 27.8%  

Legal 

threats 

Number 1 0 1 0 4 6 

Percent 16.7% 0.0% 16.7% 0.0% 66.7%  

Advertiser 

threat 

Number 0 0 3 0 0 3 

Percent 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%  

Media 

owner 

threat 

Number 0 0 3 1 2 6 

Percent 0.0% 0.0% 50.0% 16.7% 33.3%  

Extremist 

threat 

Number 0 0 3 1 2 6 

Percent 0.0% 0.0% 50.0% 16.7% 33.3%  

Community 

threat 

Count 0 1 3 0 1 5 

Percent 0.0% 20.0% 60.0% 0.0% 20.0%  

Societal 

threat 

Number 2 2 6 0 4 14 

Percent 14.3% 14.3% 42.9% 0.0% 28.6%  

Threats in 

phone call 

Number 6 7 8 2 4 27 

Percent 22.2% 25.9% 29.6% 7.4% 14.8%  

Total Number 9 9 12 2 7 39 

 

This table presents the cross-tabulation of relating to the different types of threats faced by journalists 

and the different durations of their profession. We can see that political threats are the most common 

type of threat faced by journalists, accounting for 24.3% to 29.7% of all threats depending on the duration 

of their profession. This is followed by government threats, which account for 20% to 30% of all threats. 

Mafia threats, legal threats, advertiser threats, media owner threats, extremist threats, and community 

threats are all relatively uncommon, with each accounting for less than 50% of all threats in any given 

duration of a journalist’s profession. Mafia threats account for 5.6% to 50% of all threats depending on 

the duration of the journalist’s profession. Similarly, legal threats account for 16.7% to 66.7% of all 

threats depending on the duration of the journalist’s profession. The table also provides information on 

the total number of threats faced by journalists across different durations of their profession. Overall, 

there were 39 threats reported, with the highest number of threats (12) reported by journalists who have 

been in the profession for 11 to 15 years. 
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5.4 Bivariate Analysis 4 

 

Table 4: Opinion on impacts of threats* Number of threats faced by respondents 

 

Impact of Victim 

 

Number & 

Percent 

Number of Threat Total 

1 2 3-5 ABOVE 5 

Physically Number 0 0 0 7 7 

Percent 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0%  

Mentally Number 3 2 4 11 20 

Percent 15.0% 10.0% 20.0% 55.0%  

Economically Number 1 1 1 7 10 

Percent 10.0% 10.0% 10.0% 70.0%  

Family affect Number 2 1 0 4 7 

Percent 28.6% 14.3% 0.0% 57.1%  

Total Number 5 3 4 12 24 

 

The cross table provides information on the impact of victimization in terms of the number and 

percentage of individuals who have experienced physical, mental, economic, and family-related effects 

due to threats. According to the table, out of 24 victims, seven individuals (29.2%) have experienced 

physical effects, with all of them experiencing threats more than 5 times. Mentally, 20 individuals 

(83.3%) have been impacted, with the majority experiencing threats 3-5 times or more. Economically, 

10 individuals (41.7%) have been affected, with 70% of them experiencing threats more than 5 times. 

In terms of family impact, 7 individuals (29.2%) have been affected, with the majority experiencing 

threats 3-5 times or more. The table indicates that a significant proportion of individuals have been 

affected mentally and economically by threats, with the majority experiencing threats multiple times. 

Family impact is also present in a smaller proportion of victims, while physical impact is less common 

but is more likely to occur with multiple threats. 

 

5.5 Bivariate Analysis 5 

 

Table 5: Age of the respondents* Cause perceptions 

Perception of 

Journalist About 

Causes 

Number 

& Percent 

Age of the Respondent 

Total 
21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 

P
er

so
n

a
l 

C
a
u

se
s 

Biasness of 

journalist 

Number 10 9 5 1 1 26 

Percent 38.5% 34.6% 19.2% 3.8% 3.8%  

Corrupted 

journalist 

Number 11 9 8 2 1 31 

Percent 35.5% 29.0% 25.8% 6.5% 3.2%  

Ideological point 
Number 11 8 7 2 0 28 

Percent 39.3% 28.6% 25.0% 7.1% 0.0%  

Sensitive info 

publishes 

Number 10 8 5 1 0 24 

Percent 41.7% 33.3% 20.8% 4.2% 0.0%  

O
rg

a
n

iz

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

C
a
u

se
s More interest 

than ethics 

Number 9 8 6 2 1 26 

Percent 34.6% 30.8% 23.1% 7.7% 3.8%  

Owner engaged Number 9 9 4 2 1 25 
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offending Percent 36.0% 36.0% 16.0% 8.0% 4.0%  

Lack of guideline 

and training 

Number 10 9 8 2 1 30 

Percent 33.3% 30.0% 26.7% 6.7% 3.3%  

S
o
ci

a
l 

C
a
u

se
s 

Lack of 

implementation 

of law 

Number 12 11 9 2 0 34 

Percent 35.3% 32.4% 26.5% 5.9% 0.0%  

Corrupted govt 
Number 12 10 7 2 1 32 

Percent 37.5% 31.3% 21.9% 6.3% 3.1%  

Total Number 13 13 10 2 1 39 

 

This table presents the cross-tabulation of the perceptions of age of the respondents and cause 

perceptions. The total number of journalists who participated in the survey, which is 39. The total number 

and percentage of journalists who identified personal causes are 109 and 42.1%, respectively. Within 

personal causes, biasness of journalist is identified as the top cause by 26 journalists (38.5%), followed 

by corrupted journalist identified by 31 journalists (35.5%). Similarly, within organizational causes, lack 

of guideline and training is identified as the top cause by 30 journalists (33.3%), followed by more 

interest than ethics identified by 26 journalists (34.6%). Finally, within social and natural causes, lack 

of implementation of law is identified as the top cause by 34 journalists (35.3%), followed by corrupted 

government identified by 32 journalists (37.5%). 

 

5.6 Bivariate Analysis 6 

 

Table 6: Working position in media* Perception on threat impacts 

Perception of Journalists 

on Threat Impacts 

Number 

& 

Percent 

Working Position 

Total Correspo

ndent 

Staff 

reporter 
Editor 

Camera 

person 

P
er

so
n

a
l 

Im
p

a
ct

s 

Psychologically 

disturb 

Number 25 9 6 2 33 

Percent 75.8% 27.3% 18.2% 6.1%  

Fear of attack 
Number 25 9 7 1 33 

Percent 75.8% 27.3% 21.2% 3.0%  

Fear of family 

protection 

Number 20 8 4 2 27 

Percent 74.1% 29.6% 14.8% 7.4%  

Reputation 

degradation of 

journalist 

Number 15 5 4 1 19 

Percent 78.9% 26.3% 21.1% 5.3%  

Force to 

expatriation 

Number 5 4 3 1 10 

Percent 50.0% 40.0% 30.0% 10.0%  

O
rg

a
n

iz
a
ti

o
n

a
l 

Im
p

a
ct

s Decrease 

productivity 

Number 22 7 8 0 29 

Percent 75.9% 24.1% 27.6% 0.0%  

Decrease 

transparency of 

media 

Number 25 8 8 2 33 

Percent 75.8% 24.2% 24.2% 6.1%  

Reputation 

degradation of 

media 

Number 24 8 7 2 31 

Percent 77.4% 25.8% 22.6% 6.5%  

Decrease actual Number 17 5 7 1 24 
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media coverage Percent 70.8% 20.8% 29.2% 4.2%  
S

o
ci

a
l 

Im
p

a
ct

s 

Decrease media 

trustworthiness 

Number 26 7 7 2 33 

Percent 78.8% 21.2% 21.2% 6.1%  

Loss of faith in 

democratic 

institutions 

Number 27 8 8 2 35 

Percent 77.1% 22.9% 22.9% 5.7%  

Suppression of 

freedom of 

speech 

Number 29 10 8 2 38 

Percent 76.3% 26.3% 21.1% 5.3%  

Increase illegal 

activities 

Number 28 8 8 2 36 

Percent 77.8% 22.2% 22.2% 5.6%  

Total Number 30 10 9 2 39 

 

This table provides the cross-tabulation on the perception of journalists about the impacts of their 

work in different areas, based on the responses of Correspondents, Staff reporters, Editors, and Camera 

persons. The personal impacts section shows that a significant proportion of journalists (ranging from 

74.1% to 78.9%) reported experiencing psychological disturbance, fear of attack, fear of family 

protection, reputation degradation of journalist, and force to expatriation due to their work. The 

organizational impacts section indicates that a substantial number of journalists (ranging from 24.1% to 

77.4%) reported experiencing negative impacts on the productivity, transparency, reputation, and actual 

media coverage of their organizations. The social and natural impacts section suggests that a 

considerable proportion of journalists (ranging from 21.2% to 78.8%) reported experiencing negative 

impacts on the trustworthiness of media, faith in democratic institutions, freedom of speech, and increase 

in illegal activities. The total number of respondents was 39, consisting of 30 Correspondents, 10 Staff 

reporters, 9 Editors, and 2 Camera persons. 

 

6. HYPOTHESIS TESTING 

1. Null Hypothesis: There is no relation between respondents’ involvement in different level of media 

and physical impact of threats of the respondents. 

2. Alternative Hypothesis: There is a relation between respondents’ involvement in different level of 

media and physical impact of threats of the respondents. 

 

Hypothesis Test Table 1: Calculated value 

   
Calculated 

value 

Degrees 

of 

freedom 

Significance 

level 
Table value 

Asymptotic 

Sig. (2-sided) 

Pearson chi-square 6.973 2 0.05 5.99 .031 

 

From Chi-Square table no 1, at 5% significance level and 2 degrees of freedom the tabulated value of 

chi-square is 5.99. But calculated value is 6.973. Calculated value is higher than table value with 5% 

level of significance in 2 degrees of freedom. According to the condition of hypothesis test the null 

hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis is accepted. In this situation it is mean that there is 

significant relationship between level of media involvement and physical impact of threats of the 

respondents. From another perspective we can test the hypothesis. Here, we get the Asymptotic 
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significance value is .031 but we know that when this P value is less than or equal 0.05 (P<0.05) then 

there is a relationship between the variables, and the null hypothesis is rejected and alternative hypothesis 

accepted. From the table, the P-value is 0.031 which is less than .05. So, the null hypothesis is rejected, 

and alternative hypothesis is accepted. In this situation it is mean that there is significant relationship 

between respondents’ involvement in different level of media and physical impact of threats of the 

respondents. 

 

7. DISCUSSION 

This study finds many aspects of threats and vulnerabilities faced by investigative crime reporters in 

study areas. According to this study, 92.3% of the respondents belong from 21 to 350 years of age where 

most of the crime reporter’s religious beliefs in this study is Islam (89.7%). Here all the are journalists 

are male (100%) and data is taken from respondent living in different places in Tangail area. In this 

study, indicates that the majority of the respondents (92.3%) have a general education background except 

in journalism. The study also indicates that out of the total of 39 respondents, 13 (33.3%) are part-time 

journalists and 26 (66.7%) are professional journalists where the majority of the respondents, 51.3% 

(20), reported being involved with both local and national level media. The study also shown the largest 

group of respondents (30.8%) had been in their profession for 11-15 years. It is alarming that the largest 

number of journalists 17 (43.6) earning less than 10,000 thousand per month. According to the study 

84.6% of the respondents (33 individuals) reported being involved with a journalism based organization 

or association.  From this study, it has become evident that all of reporters 39 (100%) have victimized 

of facing threats.  

The main purpose of the research study was to the nature, cause and consequences of threats among 

journalist who are conduct crime report. The researcher has been working mainly on three tasks, namely 

the nature of threats among investigative crime reporters, their perception about the reasons for being 

victimized any journalist, their consequences of threats, their overall perceptions about the impacts of 

threats on any journalist and finally, the output of examination result among the respondents The first 

objective of the study was to find out the nature and types of threats and vulnerabilities that journalist 

are faced. 

The study shows that the majority of the journalists, 18 journalists (46.2%), have faced more than 

five threats in their professional career. The most common type of threat reported by journalists is 

political threats, with 37 respondents (94.9%) reporting this type of threat. Government threats are the 

second most common type, with 20 respondents (51.3%) reporting the and followed closely by mafia 

threats reported by 18 respondents (46.2%). 

On the basis of respondent’s opinion about the reasons of threats faced by journalist study shows that 

largest number of respondents 34 (87.2%) out of 39 think that lack of implementation of law is the reason 

to existence of threats. Corrupted governmental institution is the second largest response 32 982.1%) of 

journalist about the reason of threats and thirdly 31 (79.5%) responses think corrupt journalist is the 

reason to threats. According to this study, most of the respondents 20 (83.3%) mentally affected due to 

face different types of threat. Besides, from 39 respondent, 10 are economically victimized. The response 

rate of family affected, and physical victimization is 7. On the basis of respondents thinking about the 

impacts of threats against journalist, study shows that existence of suppression of freedom of speech is 

the major impacts due to different threats. 38 (97.4) journalists think it. Secondly 37 (92.3%) journalists 

out of 39 think that increase illegal activities also the impact due to existence of different types of threats 

faced by journalist. Loss of faith is the third number of impacts according with response 35 (89.7%). 

followed that, fear of attack, psychologically disturb, decrease media transparency, loss of faith in media 

also the impacts of threats. Largest number of Respondents (25.6%) think, accountability, rule of law 

and abolish political influence should be ensured, 8 (20.5%) respondents think, transparency, 
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professionalism and ethical journalism should be maintained, and 7 (17.9%) respondents think, freedom 

of working and freedom of speech should be stablished properly to reduce this problem. 

 

8. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Governments should take legislative measures to protect journalists from harassment, 

censorship, and physical attacks. This can include creating laws to protect whistleblowers, 

establishing independent media watchdogs, and enforcing penalties for those who attack or 

threaten journalists. 

 Governments can ensure accountability for those who threaten, intimidate or attack journalists. 

Laws can be established to provide for the protection of journalists and the prosecution of those 

who commit crimes against them. Additionally, governments can work to abolish political 

influence over the media to ensure that journalists are free to report without fear of retaliation. 

 Government and media houses can work together to ensure the safety of journalists. This can 

include providing security personnel to accompany journalists when reporting in dangerous areas 

or providing safe houses for journalists who are under threat. 

 Media houses can work to maintain transparency in their reporting and maintain high levels of 

professionalism and ethical standards. This can include ensuring that journalists adhere to a code 

of ethics and that news stories are factually accurate, balanced, and fair. 

 Journalists should receive training on how to work properly and protect themselves from threats 

and vulnerabilities, including cybersecurity, digital privacy, and physical safety. Media 

organizations can play a role in providing this education and training to their staff. 

 Collaboration between media organizations, civil society, and other stakeholders can help 

support journalists who face threats and vulnerabilities. This can include the creation of 

networks, hotlines, and other resources to provide support and assistance to journalists in need. 

 Technology can be used to help journalists protect their digital privacy and prevent hacking and 

malware attacks. This can include the use of secure communication channels, encryption tools, 

and other security measures. 

 Awareness campaigns can help raise awareness about the importance of a free press and the 

dangers faced by journalists. These campaigns can be targeted at the public, policymakers, and 

other stakeholders to promote a culture of respect for journalistic freedom and safety. 

 International organizations, such as the United Nations, can play a role in advocating for the 

protection of journalists and ensuring that governments and other actors are held accountable for 

violations of press freedom. 

 Governments should establish policies that ensure fair wages for journalists. This can help to 

reduce the risk of journalists engaging in unethical practices to make ends meet. Additionally, 

policies can be established that provide job security and benefits, which can help to attract and 

retain qualified journalists. 

 Governments can enact and enforce laws that protect journalists from violence, intimidation, and 

harassment. This can include laws that criminalize attacks on journalists and guarantee their 

safety while carrying out their work. 

 Governments should support press freedom by promoting an environment that is conducive to a 

free and independent media. This can include removing restrictions on media outlets, promoting 

transparency in government, and ensuring that journalists have access to information. 

 Governments have to ensure that journalists have the freedom to work and speak freely without 

fear of retaliation. This can include protecting their rights to publish and broadcast news stories, 

access to information, and protecting them from censorship or undue influence. 

 Governments can repeal laws that allow for unethical practices such as bribery or blackmail, 

which can be used to undermine the credibility of journalists and media houses. 
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 Governments can provide resources to journalists to help them stay safe while carrying out their 

work. This can include providing training on digital security, physical safety, and legal 

protections, as well as offering financial support to media outlets to cover the costs of security 

measures. 

 It is essential that media owners are themselves journalists with a deep understanding of the 

importance of professional and ethical journalism. This can help to ensure that media outlets are 

run in a way that upholds the highest standards of journalism. 

Overall, resolving the problem of threats and vulnerabilities faced by investigative crime reporter will 

require a sustained and collaborative effort from a range of stakeholders, including governments, media 

organizations, civil society, and the public. 

 

9. CONCLUSION 

Investigative Crime reporters can face violence and intimidation for exercising their fundamental right 

to freedom of expression. The range of threats they are confronted with include murder, kidnapping, 

hostage-taking, offline and online harassment, intimidation, enforced disappearances, arbitrary detention 

and torture. Many of these crimes are not reported as a result of powerful cultural and professional 

stigmas. Investigative crime reporters are crucial for every nation to explore the new patterns and trends 

of crime to raise awareness among the people. Journalists are the lifeline of freedom of expression and 

public accountability. Results clearly indicate that, in addition to the physical, psychological, emotional, 

and financial well-being of journalists, numerous threats to their safety also represent a threat to the 

integrity of journalism and to professional standards. 

There are some natures, causes and consequences of threats among journalist who are conduct crime 

report. The researcher of the study has been working mainly on three tasks, namely the nature of threats 

among investigative crime reporters, their perception about the reasons for being victimized any 

journalist, their consequences of threats, their overall perceptions about the impacts of threats on any 

journalist and finally, the output of examination result among the respondents. The first objective of the 

study was to find out the nature and types of threats and vulnerabilities that journalists are faced. From 

this study, almost hundred percent of the respondents have victimized of facing threats where most of 

them faced political related threats. There are also some types of threats they faced. Majority of the 

respondents think that lack of proper implementation of law is the main reason. Government is not 

enough capable to cope with the problems. Majority of the respondents mentally and economically 

victimized most. Maximum recommended for accountability, rule of law and abolish political influence 

should be ensured. Transparency, professionalism and ethical journalism should be maintained, freedom 

of working and freedom of speech should be stablished properly to reduce this problem. This study of 

journalists in one district reached only 39 journalists. However, most journalists expressed similar 

opinions regarding threats and vulnerabilities. 
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