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( Abstract

This study examines how English-language Indian digital media connected the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP), which emerged in May 2026, with Bangladesh’s
July 2024 uprising. Drawing on a systematic search of 24 Indian digital outlets,
we identified 150 eligible CJP-related articles published between 16 May and 28
August 2026. Of these, 39 (26.0%) explicitly linked CJP to Bangladesh’s
uprising or Bangladeshi political actors. Such connections were far more
common in commentary (33 of 69) than in news reports (6 of 81). The analysis
shows that Bangladesh was primarily used to frame CJP within a wider regional
pattern, draw political lessons, or establish boundaries around the comparison.
Direct evidence of organizational links was absent, while Bangladeshi voices
appeared only rarely. Notably, threat-based comparisons appeared exclusively
in coverage hostile to CJP. These findings suggest that Indian digital media did
not simply report a transnational connection but actively constructed, qualified,
and sometimes rejected it. The study introduces mediated transnationalism of
protest as a sensitising concept for understanding how digital media interpret
cross-border protest movements.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Since 2022, youth-led mobilisations have forced changes of government in Sri Lanka (2022),
Bangladesh (2024), and Nepal (2025), and protests in Indonesia and Timor-Leste in 2025 pushed
governments to withdraw legislators’ perks (ABC News, 2025; CIVICUS Monitor, 2025). Regional
commentary has treated these events as a connected wave (Al Jazeera, 2025; Chatham House, 2026).
Bangladesh’s July 2024 Movement sits near the centre of that sequence: a student campaign against a
civil-service quota system escalated, after a crackdown in which hundreds were killed, into a mass
uprising that led Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to resign and leave the country on 5 August 2024 (Islam
& Faisal, 2026).

India’s Cockroach Janta Party arose from a domestic trigger. On 15 May 2026, Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, hearing a matter concerning fraudulent law degrees, remarked that there were “youngsters
like cockroaches, who don’t get any employment or have any place in the profession”; he later said the
remark had been aimed at holders of fake degrees rather than at young people generally (Sharma, 2026a).
The next day Abhijeet Dipke, a 30-year-old communications professional from Maharashtra, launched
CJP as a satirical online platform that reclaimed the insult (Sharma, 2026a). Its Instagram account,
opened on 17 May, overtook the official BJP account within four days (Business Today Desk, 2026)
and, by 20 May, reported 11.1 million followers and more than 350,000 membership sign-ups (Sharma,
2026a); these figures are given as the cited outlets reported them. On 21 May the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology withheld CJP’s X account in India under Section 69A of the Information
Technology Act, 2000 (Bansal, 2026). From June the movement concentrated on the leak of the NEET
2026 medical entrance examination, which required about two million students to resit the test (Hadid,
2026). After weeks of protest in New Delhi, including a police crackdown that injured more than 100
demonstrators, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan resigned on 25 July 2026 (Hadid, 2026;
Sharma, 2026b).

A digitally organised, “Gen Z”-labelled mobilisation appearing in Delhi so soon after Dhaka’s invites
comparison, and journalists made it within days. On 19 May, Dipke wrote that “many journalists have
been asking me whether this GenZ movement will turn into what happened in Nepal or Bangladesh” and
asked them not to “insult or underestimate the GenZ of India by making such comparisons” (Dipke,
2026). Analysts have also pointed to differences in India’s democratic longevity, federal scale, and civil—
military relations that make a repetition of Bangladesh’s trajectory unlikely (Dhume, 2026). Whether
Bangladesh actually influenced CJP cannot be settled from media texts. This study asks two narrower
questions: how often did Indian digital coverage of CJP connect the two movements, and when it did,
what did it make of the connection?

Four research questions guide the analysis:

RQL. In the retrieved English-language Indian digital coverage of CJP, how often, and in which
genres, i1s CJP linked to Bangladesh’s July Movement?

RQ?2. In the articles that make the link, what roles is Bangladesh assigned?

RQ3. What evidence, and whose voices, do these articles use to assert, qualify, or reject a
connection?

RQ4. How do the roles assigned to Bangladesh relate to each article’s stance toward CJP?

The paper makes two contributions. Empirically, it provides a replicable, auditable account of how
the Bangladesh comparison entered Indian digital coverage of a new movement, with every search query,
screened record, and coded claim reported (Appendices B-D; Supplementary File S1). Conceptually, it
proposes mediated transnationalism of protest as a sensitising concept (Blumer, 1954) and sets out how
it differs from framing, foreign-news domestication, and mediated diffusion (Section 2.5).
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

2.1 The July Movement and Its Media Representation

Research on the July 2024 Movement emphasises a digitally fluent generation that turned a narrow quota
grievance into a mass uprising: decentralised, meme-mediated coordination that survived internet
shutdowns, and martyrdom (“shaheed”) narratives that reworked state violence into a delegitimising
story about the Hasina government (Islam & Faisal, 2026). Facebook Live served as a real-time tool for
broadcasting events, coordinating on the ground, and contesting state accounts (Sarker, 2025). More
cautious work warns against reducing the uprising to a youth phenomenon, since participation extended
to opposition parties and long-standing civil-society networks (Mazumdar, 2026).

Studies of how the uprising was represented have focused on Bangladeshi outlets. A content analysis
of 539 articles in five newspapers found that outlets aligned with the ruling party used delegitimising,
protest-paradigm frames while independent and opposition-aligned outlets emphasised state culpability
(Arman et al., 2025). An application of Galtung’s peace/war journalism model to 98 articles in eight
English-language dailies found a similar split, with some outlets mixing both models (Taieba et al.,
2026), and a four-layer analysis of Prothom Alo traced a realignment from containment-oriented to
mobilisation-oriented framing as the uprising intensified (Rahman & Cakir, 2026). A bibliographic
review of about 30 studies of the uprising finds the field concentrated on single-country, Bangladesh-
centred designs and identifies cross-national framing as a gap (Rahman, 2026). Work on the India—
Bangladesh media relationship is more adversarial in focus, tracing India-linked false claims about
Bangladesh after August 2024 and the counter-framing they prompted (Rahman et al., 2026), and,
earlier, documenting how Bangladeshi newspapers’ coverage of the Kashmir conflict divided along
ideological lines (Sarker, 2021). No study we located examines how a neighbouring country’s press later
uses the July Movement as a reference point for its own domestic protest.

2.2 Diffusion, and What Media Do Within It

Diffusion research distinguishes relational diffusion through personal ties, non-relational diffusion
through mass media, and mediated diffusion through brokers who connect otherwise unconnected actors
(Givan et al., 2010; Soule, 2004; Tarrow, 2005); news coverage can carry protest between sites with no
organisational contact (Andrews & Biggs, 2006). Diffusion also depends on adopters’ attribution of
similarity, their sense that a distant case is like their own (McAdam & Rucht, 1993), and on theorisation,
the abstract accounts that make practices seem transferable (Strang & Meyer, 1993). The field’s standing
caution is that similarity of tactics or timing is consistent with diffusion but does not demonstrate it.
Recent comparative work shows why: the Bangladeshi and Nepali uprisings shared “Gen Z” branding
and similar grievances yet produced different institutional outcomes, which Mazumdar (2026) attributes
to institutional context rather than generational identity.

To keep representation separate from transmission, this study distinguishes four levels at which a
connection may appear in a text. Potential diffusion is similarity noted without any claim of connection.
Claimed diffusion is a connection affirmed by a movement actor. Media-attributed diffusion is a
connection stated by a journalist or commentator, or explicitly attributed by them to someone else.
Perceived diffusion is a connection that no sentence states but that juxtaposition, a headline, or an
unexplained comparison invites readers to infer. Speaker and stance are coded separately, so a movement
actor’s rejection of a connection is coded as a rejection, never as claimed diffusion (Appendix A, V4).

2.3 Domestication, Framing, and The Protest Paradigm

Foreign-news research shows that journalists make distant events meaningful by domesticating them,
recasting them through home concerns, actors, and frames (Clausen, 2004; Gurevitch et al., 1991).
Framing research describes how texts select and make salient particular problem definitions, causes,
moral evaluations, and remedies (Entman, 1993), and narrative approaches treat news as storytelling in
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which actors are cast in roles such as hero, threat, model, or cautionary tale (Bird & Dardenne, 1988).
The protest paradigm adds an evaluative dimension: mainstream coverage of challengers to dominant
institutions tends to emphasise disorder and deviance over grievance (Chan & Lee, 1984; McLeod &
Hertog, 1999).

Indian protest coverage has been shown to fragment sustained women-led protest into isolated
emotional episodes (Wadhwa & Jha, 2026) and to be sharply polarised online (Ashwini et al., 2025). In
CJP’s case, a Reuters Institute report describes mainstream television largely ignoring the June—July
2026 protests while independent digital outlets covered them (Rebelo, 2026). Taken together, this
literature suggests a sensitising expectation rather than a formal hypothesis: when an Indian text invokes
Bangladesh while writing about CJP, the role given to Bangladesh is likely to track the text’s stance
toward CJP.

2.4 What “Gen Z” Means in This Study

Demographically, Generation Z is usually defined as people born from 1997 onward (Dimock, 2019).
This study does not use the term in that sense. It treats “Gen Z” as an actor and media category: a label
that movement participants, commentators, and outlets apply to the Bangladeshi and Indian
mobilisations. The study does not measure participants’ ages and does not assume that either
movement’s participants belong to the demographic cohort. The label is itself contested in the material
analysed: Mazumdar (2026) cautions that it understates the breadth of Bangladesh’s coalition, and one
of the analysed articles calls “Gen-Z" a “Western-born term” and disputes that Nepal’s protesters were
predominantly young (Gurumurthy, 2026). Where this paper refers to CJP’s “Gen Z mobilisation,” it
means the mobilisation that CJP and the press describe in those terms.

2.5 Mediated Transnationalism of Protest: Distinguishing the Concept

The phrase “mediated transnationalism” is not new. Mankekar (2004) used it for the ways media
circulation shapes desire, intimacy, and belonging across borders, and research on transnational media
flows examines how mediation structures cross-border connection more generally (Christensen, 2013).
Because the protest-specific sense proposed here overlaps with several established concepts, Table 1
sets out what each analyses and where the proposed concept differs.

Table 1: Mediated Transnationalism of Protest Compared with Related Concepts

_ Who makes the Does it presuppose Doe_s it register
Concept What it analyses connection actual denial of a
transmission? connection?

Selection and salience

. of problem The text / -
Framing (Entman, 1993) definitions, causes, journalist No Not specifically
evaluations, remedies
Foreign-news How a foreign event
domestication (Clausen, . . Home-country .
_ . is made meaningful ) : No Not specifically
2004; Gurevitch et al., . journalists
for a home audience
1991)
Non-relational and
mediated diffusion \(Ilvﬂ?gr?elrsoif;;?ugh Media or
(Givan etal., 2010; racticss travel brokers as Yes No
Soule, 2004; Tarrow, P channels

2005) between movements
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Does it presuppose  Does it register

Concept What it analyses Who mgkes the actual denial of a

connection - .
transmission? connection?
— N Adopters’ sense that a -
Attribution of similarity; . - Adopting
theorisation (McAdam & distant case is like movement Treated as a

theirs; abstract condition of No
actors (or

theorisers)

Rucht, 1993; Strang &

Meyer, 1993) transmission

models that make
practices transferable

Cross-border

Mediated : Media
transnationalism belonging and circulation; No No
(Mankekar, 2004) |nt|n_1acy prodL_Jced by audiences

media circulation

. . . No: it is analysed
Mediated The relationship A third party independently of Yes: bounding
T between two press that is X
transnationalism of ; whether and denial count
. movements as neither sender - .

protest (this study) . transmission as construction

represented in texts nor adopter occurred

Source: Compiled by Author
Note: The proposed concept is closest to domestication. Its intended addition is to make the relationship
between two movements the unit of analysis, and to count the bounding or denial of a connection as part of that
construction, not only its assertion.

In this study, mediated transnationalism of protest refers to the construction, bounding, or denial, in
third-party news and commentary, of a relationship between geographically separate protest movements,
independent of whether either movement claims or evidences a connection. It is offered as a sensitising
concept (Blumer, 1954), a way of directing attention in future work rather than a finding established
here; Section 5.2 considers what the present material suggests about its usefulness.

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The study uses a two-stage design combining descriptive screening with qualitative, claim-level content
analysis. First, we systematically identified English-language Indian digital coverage of the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) and screened each eligible article for references to Bangladesh (RQ1). Second, articles

that connected CJP with Bangladesh’s July 2024 uprising or Bangladeshi political actors were examined
at the individual-claim level to address RQ2-RQ4.

Searches were conducted on 25-26 September 2026 using the web-search function of Claude
(Anthropic), which queries a commercial search index and returns up to ten results per query without
personalisation or user sign-in. The publication window covered 16 May-28 August 2026, beginning
with CJP’s founding.

The search proceeded in three stages (Appendix C, Table C1). Stage 1 used four broad search strings
combining CJP, Bangladesh, protest, and Gen Z. Because these searches returned substantial
international and non-news material, Stage 2 restricted two standard queries “Cockroach Janta Party”
Bangladesh and cockroach Bangladesh “Gen Z” to 24 English-language Indian news and commentary
domains. Stage 3 included four supplementary outlet-specific queries conducted before the standard
search strings were finalised. In total, 56 queries were run.

The search produced results from 12 of the 24 targeted domains. Major outlets such as The Hindu,
The Indian Express, Hindustan Times, The Times of India, NDTV, and India Today returned no results
through the search interface. The corpus therefore represents the accessible retrieved coverage rather
than Indian digital media as a whole. Because all queries included “Bangladesh,” the search may also
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have disproportionately retrieved articles mentioning Bangladesh. Accordingly, the RQ1 figures are
treated as descriptive characteristics of the retrieved corpus rather than population-level prevalence
estimates. The complete query log and retrieved URLSs are provided in Appendix C and Supplementary
File S1 to support replication.

The searches produced 174 unique records from Indian-registered outlets. Articles were included if
they were English-language text articles, published within the study period, produced by the Indian outlet
rather than syndicated from a foreign agency, and focused primarily on CJP or CJP-led protests. After
excluding 24 records that did not meet these criteria, the final corpus comprised 150 articles.

Each article was read in full and assigned to one of three categories: (i) linked, when Bangladesh’s
July Movement, its aftermath, or Bangladeshi political actors played a causal, comparative, or narrative
role in at least one claim about CJP; (ii) Other Bangladesh Reference, when Bangladesh was mentioned
for an unrelated purpose; or (iii) No Bangladesh Reference. Only linked articles were included in the
subsequent claim-level analysis.

Table 2: Search and Screening Flow

Stage n
Queries run (25-26 September 2026) 56
Results returned (all domains, including non-Indian and reference pages) 510
Unique records from Indian outlets 174
Excluded: outside publication window 5
Excluded: video or audio without article text 5
Excluded: syndicated copy from a non-Indian agency 2
Excluded: not in English 2
Excluded: page unavailable 1
Excluded: CJP not a principal subject, or reader letters 9
Eligible articles screened in full 150
Linked to Bangladesh’s uprising or Bangladeshi political actors (analysed) 39
Other Bangladesh reference only 7
No Bangladesh reference 104

Source: Compiled by Author

The linked articles were coded at two levels (Appendix A). At article level: genre (V2); how
Bangladesh is invoked (V3); stance toward CJP (V5); treatment of Bangladesh’s movement (V6);
whether the article anywhere denies or bounds equivalence or influence (V7); and whether it reports
direct contact between Bangladeshi and Indian activists (V4c). At claim level, each passage linking
Bangladesh and CJP was coded for its speaker and stance (V4a, V4b) and for the role it assigns to
Bangladesh (V8). Outlet political orientation is not used: no validated classification covers all 12 outlets,
and a single non-academic rating service, used in the earlier version, is not an adequate basis for an
explanatory variable. RQ4 is therefore addressed through each article’s own stance toward CJP, which
can be checked against the text.

The V8 typology has been revised twice, and each revision is documented. The earlier version began
from seven deductive codes (inspiration, model, source of diffusion, contagion, threat, solidarity

422


https://doi.org/10.65826/JSAI.1.3.2026.137

doi.org/10.65826/JSAI.1.3.2026.137
Vol. 01, Issue 03, pp. 417-454, 2026 Journal of South Asian Issues (JSAI)

reference, unrelated comparison) and arrived at six categories from six articles. In preparing this
revision, re-reading showed that two of those categories overlapped, that one had been applied to
statements not mentioning Bangladesh, and that another absorbed passages that draw lessons from
Bangladesh rather than reject the comparison (Appendix B, Table B3). The categories were therefore
rebuilt into mutually exclusive roles applied in a fixed order of precedence. Coding the expanded corpus
then required two further adjustments: the solidarity code, retained earlier with no instances, now had
instances; and the threat role was widened from “engineered regime change” to include foreign-backed
interference, because two articles present a Bangladeshi party’s alleged support for CJP in those terms.
The final six roles are defined in Table 4 and Appendix A.

Retrieval and first-pass extraction were Al-assisted. The search tool described above was used to run
the queries, and the same assistant was used to retrieve each article’s text, record its date, genre, and any
sentence mentioning Bangladesh, Bangladeshi, Dhaka, or Hasina, and extract candidate passages with
their speakers. All coding decisions were made by the author, who verified every quoted passage against
the source article Because automated retrieval can misattribute speakers or miss text on pages that load
dynamically, the analysis relies only on verbatim passages that were checked against the online article,
and speakers are named only where the article names them unambiguously.

Coding was done by one researcher, and no inter-coder reliability statistic is reported. In interpretive
analysis aimed at developing categories, inter-coder agreement is not a precondition of rigour (O’Connor
& Joffe, 2020), but its absence means that category boundaries reflect one reader’s judgement. Four
steps make that judgement inspectable: decision rules with an order of precedence (Appendix A); every
code tied to a verbatim passage (Appendix B); a documented audit trail of category development
(Lincoln & Guba, 1985; Table B3); and public availability of every coded text. Claims are located by
verbatim quotation rather than paragraph number, because paragraph counts differ between renderings
of the same web page; each quoted passage can be found in the online article by text search.

4. FINDINGS

4.1 How Often the Link Was Made (RQ1)

Of the 150 eligible articles, 39 (26.0%) linked CJP to Bangladesh’s uprising or to Bangladeshi political
actors, 7 (4.7%) mentioned Bangladesh for another reason, and 104 (69.3%) did not mention Bangladesh
at all (Table 3). The link was concentrated in commentary: 33 of 69 opinion, analysis, interview, and
media-on-media pieces (47.8%) made it, against 6 of 81 news reports, features, fact-checks, and galleries
(7.4%). The share was lower in the first fortnight of coverage, when reporting on the party’s founding
and follower counts dominated (12 of 62 May articles), and higher in June and July, when the movement
took to the streets. The seven “other Bangladesh reference” articles mostly concerned allegations that a
large share of CJP’s Instagram followers were located in Pakistan or Bangladesh, which the founder and
one outlet disputed with follower data (Appendix C, Table C3). Because the search over-retrieved
Bangladesh-mentioning articles and reached only 12 outlets (Section 3.2), these figures describe the
retrieved coverage; they suggest that, even in a set weighted toward the comparison, most coverage of
CJP did not make it.

Table 3: Screening Outcome by Genre (Eligible Articles, N = 150)

i Linked to o
Genre group Eligible Bangladesh Yo
Com_mentary (opinion, analysis, interview, media-on- 69 33 47 8%
media)
Reporting (news, feature, fact-check, gallery) 81 6 7.4%
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. Linked to 0
Genre group Eligible Bangladesh Yo
Total 150 39 26.0%

Source: Compiled by Author

4.2 Roles Assigned to Bangladesh (RQ2)

The 39 linked articles contain 75 coded claims. Table 4 defines the six roles, and Table 5 reports how

many claims and articles each account for.

Table 4. Roles Assigned to Bangladesh (V8), in order of Precedence

What the claim does with

Role Bangladesh

Illustrative anchor

D. Rejected or
bounded link

Denies or limits equivalence
between Bangladesh and India/CJP,
or rejects a claimed link

Presents Bangladesh as violent,

C. Threat exhibit

import

engineered, or foreign-backed
disorder that CJP might repeat or

Presents the two movements as

F. Solidarity R
partners or mutual inspirations
E. Relayed Reports_that others make th_e
comparison comparison, neither endorsing nor
P rejecting it in that passage
Draws a normative or practical
B. Lesson lesson from Bangladesh’s trajectory

Indian state

for CJP, Indian institutions, or the

Places Bangladesh and CJP in a

A. Regional pattern

family of South Asian youth revolts
sharing conditions or form; no
transmission asserted

“comparisons with Bangladesh and Nepal
are both premature and flawed” (Swain,
2026)

“They want to mimic the violent protests
in neighbouring Nepal and Bangladesh”
(Aditi, 2026)

“the youth movements in Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Nepal and India has been a
force of inspiration for each other”
(Mookherjee, 2026)

“The Gen Z revolution in Nepal and
Bangladesh is often brought up in the
context of the CJP” (Singh, 2026)

“They brought the government down but
he did not quite have gas in the tank to go
and win elections” (Gupta, S., 2026)

“In this respect, the CJP protest resembles
the recent youth movements in
Bangladesh and Nepal” (Basak & Jadeja,
2026)

Source: Compiled by Author
Note: Roles are mutually exclusive at claim level and are applied in the order shown: a claim is given the first
role whose definition it meets (Appendix A).

Table 5: Distribution of Claims and Articles by Role

Avrticles containing the role (of

Role Claims 39)
D. Rejected or bounded link 18 17
B. Lesson 18 16
A. Regional pattern 16 13
C. Threat exhibit 13 7
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Role Claims Articles containing the role (of
39)
E. Relayed comparison 8 8
F. Solidarity 2 2

Total 75 _
Source: Compiled by Author

Three observations follow. First, the most widespread moves were to bound or reject the analogy (17
of 39 articles) and to draw lessons from Bangladesh (16 articles). Lessons ran in several directions: about
organising (“The youth mobilisations in Bangladesh succeeded not because of clever memes alone,”
Swain, 2026), about what follows an uprising (Gupta, S., 2026; Singh, 2026; Seethi, 2026), about the
risk of appropriation (Kaiser, 2026), and about the state’s own vulnerability, as when commentators
explained government caution toward CJP “in light of revolts that upended incumbent regimes in Nepal
and Bangladesh” (Subrahmaniam, 2026; see also The Federal, 2026). Second, bounding and affirming
frequently sat side by side: 9 of the 17 articles that bound the analogy also contain a lesson or regional-
pattern claim. Basak and Jadeja (2026), for example, write that “the CJP protest resembles the recent
youth movements in Bangladesh and Nepal,” identify the point at which “Bangladesh crossed that line,”
and conclude that “the likely outcome is not a Bangladesh-style overthrow.” Third, affirmation of a
connection almost always took the form of type resemblance (role A) rather than transmission: no article
claimed that CJP learned from, or coordinated with, Bangladeshi activists. The two solidarity claims are
discussed in Section 4.4,

4.3 The Founder’s Rejection, and Commentators Who Contested It

Movement voices are few: 6 of the 75 claims come from movement actors, all of them Dipke. Five are
rejections, reported in five different articles across three months: “Do not insult or underestimate the
Gen-Z of India by making such comparisons” (quoted in Dahiya, 2026; Mondal, 2026; Wangchuk,
2026), and later “Protests in Bangladesh, Nepal are being used to defame us; we are different” (Outlook
News Desk, 2026; see also Mookherjee, 2026). The sixth points the other way: reporting an interview
with the Associated Press, The Wire paraphrased Dipke as saying that CJP “resonates with the broader
trend of ‘Gen-Z-led’ political movements in South Asia including Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh”
(Jain, 2026). The founder’s position, as mediated by the press, was therefore not uniform: the party
rejected equivalence with Bangladesh’s regime-toppling outcome while accepting membership of a
regional generational type.

Two commentators explicitly contested the founder’s rejection. Dahiya (2026) concedes that “Dipke
is right. India is not Bangladesh,” then argues that “here is where Dipke’s argument falls short™:
Bangladesh shows that “street protest becomes the instrument of last resort when institutions stop
functioning.” Wangchuk (2026) similarly answers the rejection by noting that Bangladesh’s protesters
“brought down Sheikh Hasina’s 15-year authoritarian government” and that they “actually undertook
the real work of organising.” In both cases Bangladesh is used to press a sympathetic movement toward
greater ambition, a use that neither celebrates nor fears the comparison. The earlier version of this paper

coded Dahiya’s article as a rejection; the article is now coded on four claims across three roles (Appendix
B).

4.4 Evidence and Voices (RQ3)

None of the 39 articles reports contact or coordination between Bangladeshi and Indian activists (V4c
absent throughout). Where a connection is asserted, it rests on resemblance of form or conditions, on
outcomes in Bangladesh read as lessons, on intentions attributed to CJP’s supporters or opponents, or
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on foreign outlets’ framing (for example, The New York Times as quoted in The Wire Staff, 2026).
Journalists and commentators voice 56 of the 75 claims; other quoted sources, including analysts, a legal
petitioner, a rapper, foreign media, and Bangladeshi sources, voice 13.

Bangladeshi voices appear in three articles. Kaiser (2026) quotes Rakinul Hakim, “a Bangladeshi
human rights lawyer who worked with the survivors of the July revolution,” warning that “the organic
outpouring of anger ... [must not be] hijacked by political forces.” Mookherjee (2026) reports the exiled
Bangladeshi writer Taslima Nasrin’s view that the Delhi protests were “similar to the 2024 Bangladesh
uprising.” The third is contested. On 21 July 2026, Republic World reported that Bangladesh Jamaat-e-
Islami had issued a letter expressing “full and unconditional solidarity” with the protests, presented the
letter as genuine, and framed it as “external meddling” (Republic World, 2026). The same day, The
Quint’s fact-checking unit reported that an image of a Jamaat notice claiming solidarity with CJP,
circulating on social media, was Al-generated (Varma, 2026). The two articles thus construct and deny
the same cross-border link, one of the clearest instances in the corpus of a third-party press making and
unmaking a transnational connection. Apart from this purported letter, the only explicit solidarity claim
is Mookherjee’s (2026) argument that the region’s youth movements have been “a force of inspiration
for each other.”

4.5 Roles and Stance Toward CJP (RQ4)

Table 6. Articles containing each role, by article stance toward CJP (V5)

Stance Toward CJP Articles A B C D E F
Sympathetic 18 12 10 0 7 1 1
Mixed 11 1 6 0 7 5 0
Neutral/descriptive 6 0 0 3 3 2 1
Hostile 4 0 0 4 0 0 0

Source: Compiled by Author
Note. Cells count articles containing at least one claim in the role; an article can contain several roles. A = regional
pattern; B = lesson; C = threat exhibit; D = rejected or bounded link; E = relayed comparison; F = solidarity.

The threat role appears in all four articles hostile to CJP (Gurumurthy, 2026; Pandey & Nautiyal,
2026; Aditi, 2026; Pandey, S., 2026) and in three of the six neutral or descriptive news items, where it
is voiced by quoted sources rather than by the outlet: a legal petitioner (ANI, 2026), analysts commenting
on the Jamaat letter (Republic World, 2026), and a rapper (WION Web Desk, 2026). It appears in none
of the 29 sympathetic or mixed articles. Conversely, regional-pattern and lesson claims appear only in
sympathetic and mixed articles, and no hostile article bounds or rejects the analogy; hostile texts affirm
a link, but as a threat. The pattern matches the protest-paradigm expectation in Section 2.3. It describes
these 39 articles and is not tested inferentially.

5. DISCUSSION

5.1 What the Retrieved Coverage Shows

Three findings stand out. First, the Bangladesh comparison was a feature of commentary rather than of
reporting: almost half of the retrieved commentary on CJP made it, but fewer than one report in ten did,
and most retrieved coverage did not mention Bangladesh at all. Second, when the comparison was made,
the characteristic move was not to assert that Bangladesh had inspired CJP but to manage the analogy:
to bound it, relay it, turn Bangladesh’s trajectory into a lesson, or, in hostile texts, recast it as a threat.
Third, the relationship between the movements was constructed almost entirely by Indian journalists and
commentators, with no evidence of activist contact and few Bangladeshi voices. In each case the
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Bangladesh reference served an argument about India: about the strength of its institutions (Dahiya,
2026; Roy Chowdhury, 2026; Qayyum, 2026), the organisational capacity of its youth (Swain, 2026;
Wangchuk, 2026), the caution of its government (Subrahmaniam, 2026), or the legitimacy of CJP itself
(Gurumurthy, 2026; Pandey, S., 2026). This fits what domestication research would predict, that a
foreign event is made meaningful through home concerns (Clausen, 2004), and it fits the protest
paradigm’s attention to legitimacy (McLeod & Hertog, 1999).

The Jamaat episode (Section 4.4) illustrates a further point. Where a Bangladeshi actor appears as a
direct participant in the relationship rather than as a historical precedent, the relationship becomes a
question of fact, and the retrieved coverage divided on it on the same day. Whether a comparison is apt
is a matter for argument; whether a letter is authentic is not, and the contrast between the two articles
shows how quickly a claimed cross-border tie can be enlisted into a domestic legitimacy contest.

5.2 Mediated Transnationalism of Protest Revisited

What does the material suggest about the concept proposed in Section 2.5? Three features appear here
that the neighbouring concepts in Table 1 do not register on their own. First, the relationship between
two movements is constructed by a third party, neither the Bangladeshi “sender” nor the Indian
“adopter”; diffusion concepts centre on the latter two. Second, bounding and denial are part of that
construction: 17 of the 39 articles bound or reject the analogy while keeping Bangladesh in view, and
the Jamaat fact-check denies a specific claimed tie. Third, the represented relationship can be largely
decoupled from the foreign movement itself, as in Oplndia’s genealogy of CJP, which runs mainly
through Serbia’s Otpor movement and the strategist Srda Popovi¢ and mentions Bangladesh only as an
outcome to be feared (Pandey & Nautiyal, 2026). These observations are consistent with the concept
being useful; they do not show that it is necessary. Three propositions follow for multilingual studies
with fuller outlet coverage: (P1) texts hostile to a domestic movement are more likely to cast a foreign
uprising as a threat exhibit; (P2) movement actors are more likely to bound an analogy when it carries
regime-change connotations, while accepting looser generational kinship; and (P3) the comparison is
more common in commentary than in reporting.

5.3 Limitations

Seven limitations bound these findings. (i) The search tool returned no pages from 12 of the 24 target
domains, including the largest legacy newspapers and broadcasters, so the retrieved coverage over-
represents digital-native and commentary-oriented outlets. (ii) Every query contained “Bangladesh,”
which is likely to have over-retrieved articles mentioning it; the reported proportions are upper-bound
descriptions of the retrieved set, not population estimates. (iii) Only English-language text was analysed:;
Hindi, other Indian-language, and broadcast coverage are absent, although the search encountered at
least one Bengali-language Indian article that contrasted India’s protests with Bangladesh’s. (iv)
Retrieval and first-pass extraction were Al-assisted (Section 3.5); automated retrieval may have missed
text on some pages, and every analysed passage was therefore verified against the source. (v) Coding
was done by one researcher, and no inter-coder reliability is reported. (vi) Media texts cannot establish
whether Bangladesh actually influenced CJP. (vii) The window closed on 28 August 2026; later
coverage may differ.

A study able to make claims about Indian media would need licensed archive access (e.g., Factiva or
LexisNexis) to cover legacy print outlets, queries that do not contain the comparison term so that the
denominator is not enriched for it, multilingual coverage, and independent double coding with agreement
statistics. Interviews with CJP organisers could establish whether distancing from the comparison was a
deliberate strategy, and parallel analyses of Nepali, Pakistani, and Sri Lankan media could show whether
the roles described here are particular to Indian coverage
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6. CONCLUSION

This study asked how often, and how, English-language Indian digital coverage of the Cockroach Janta
Party linked the movement to Bangladesh’s July uprising. In the 150 eligible articles retrieved by a
documented search, 39 made the link, overwhelmingly in commentary. Across 75 claims, Bangladesh
served as a regional precedent, a source of lessons, a threat exhibit, an analogy to be bounded, a
comparison attributed to others, and, rarely, a partner in solidarity. No article documented contact
between the movements, Bangladeshi voices were rare, and the threat role was confined to texts hostile
to CJP or to hostile sources quoted in news reports. These findings describe the retrieved coverage of 12
outlets. Their value lies in a replicable search, an auditable claim-level typology, and a concept, mediated
transnationalism of protest, that directs attention to how a third-party press constructs, bounds, and
denies relationships between movements. Whether the patterns hold for Indian media as a whole is a
question this study is designed to sharpen, not to settle.
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Online Supplementary Material: Appendices A-D

Supplement to: Dhaka to Delhi: Bangladesh’s July Movement in Indian Digital News on the
Cockroach Janta Party. Supplementary File S1 (Excel workbook) accompanies these appendices.

Appendix A. Codebook

V2-V7 are coded once per linked article; VV4 and V8 are coded for each claim linking Bangladesh
and CJP. Screening outcomes (linked; other Bangladesh reference; no Bangladesh reference) are
defined in Section 3.3.

Table Al. Codebook

Variable

Definition and decision rule

Categories

V2 Genre

Form of the article as labelled by the outlet and
confirmed by reading.

News; Analysis; Opinion;
Interview; Fact-check;
Media-on-media

V3 Invocation of
Bangladesh

How Bangladesh enters the text. More than one
code allowed.

Direct naming in author’s
voice; Quotation of a
source; Headline or
standfirst framing

V4 Diffusion level
(per claim)

V4a: who makes the linking statement. V4b:
whether it affirms, qualifies, rejects, or only reports
the relationship. Level: potential = similarity noted,
no connection asserted; claimed = movement actor
affirms a connection; media-attributed = journalist,
commentator, or quoted source states or explicitly
attributes a connection; perceived = no sentence
states it, but juxtaposition, a headline, or an
unexplained comparison invites the inference. A
movement actor’s rejection is never coded as
claimed diffusion. VV4c: direct evidence of activist-
to-activist contact.

V4a: Movement actor
(MA);
Journalist/commentator
(JC); Other gquoted source
(OT). V4h: Affirms;
Qualifies; Rejects;
Reports. V4c: Present;
Absent

V5 Stance toward
CJP

Overall evaluative stance of the article toward CJP.
“Mixed” = sympathetic to grievances but critical of
strategy, leadership, or prospects.
“Neutral/descriptive” = reports without evaluating;
stances of quoted sources are captured by V4a.

Sympathetic; Mixed,;
Neutral/descriptive;
Hostile

V6 Treatment of
Bangladesh’s
movement

Overall evaluative treatment of the July Movement
or its aftermath.

Respectful/analytical;
Critical (portrays as violent
or as having failed, without
conspiracy claims);
Hostile/conspiratorial; Not
characterised
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causes are domestic? An alternative foreign lineage
without such a denial is coded Absent.

Variable Definition and decision rule Categories

V7 Denies or Does the article anywhere deny or limit Present; Absent
bounds equivalence | equivalence or influence between Bangladesh and

or influence CJP/India, reject a claimed link, or insist that CJP’s

V8 Role assigned to
Bangladesh (per
claim)

Apply in this order and stop at the first that fits. D
Rejected or bounded link: equivalence is denied
or limited, or a claimed link is rejected. C Threat
exhibit: Bangladesh is presented as violent,
engineered, or foreign-backed disorder that CJP
might repeat or import. F Solidarity: the
movements are presented as partners or mutual
inspirations. E Relayed comparison: the passage
reports that others make the comparison, neither
endorsing nor rejecting it. B Lesson: a normative
or practical lesson is drawn from Bangladesh’s
trajectory for CJP, Indian institutions, or the Indian
state. A Regional pattern: Bangladesh and
CJP/India are grouped by shared conditions or
form, with no transmission asserted. Statements
that do not refer to Bangladesh are not V8 claims.

D;C,F,E; B;A
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Appendix B. Coding Matrix

Table B1 reports article-level codes for the 39 linked articles and Table B2 every V8 claim. V4c (direct evidence of activist-to-activist
contact) is Absent for all 39 articles. Claims are anchored by verbatim quotation; ellipses mark omitted words, and square brackets mark

the coder’s clarifications.

Table B1. Article-level coding (sorted by date)

ID | Date Outlet Author V2 Genre | V5CJIP V6 Bangladesh V7 ngg'ad“h'
2026-05- . . . . .

Qo1 29 The Quint Dahiya Analysis Mixed Respectful/analytical | Present | No
2026-05- . .

FO1 29 The Federal The Federal News Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Absent | No
2026-05- . - . .

P13 23 ThePrint Gupta Opinion Mixed Respectful/analytical | Absent | No
2026-05- . . . .

C09 23 Countercurrents | Navin Opinion Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Absent | No
2026-05- . - . .

TO8 23 The Wire Bhar Opinion Mixed Respectful/analytical | Present | No
2026-05- - . .

N09 23 Newslaundry Wangchuk Opinion Mixed Respectful/analytical | Present | No
2026-05- . . . . .

TO04 24 The Wire Jain Analysis Mixed Respectful/analytical | Absent | No

P12 3226'05' ThePrint Singh Opinion Mixed Critical Present | No
2026-05- . - . .

T09 o5 The Wire Chandhoke Opinion Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Absent | No
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ID | Date Outlet Author V2 Genre | V5 CJP V6 Bangladesh V7 S;rc‘g'ad“h'
2026-05- - .

W09 o5 WION WION Web Desk News Neutral/descriptive | Critical Absent | No
2026-05- . . - . )

P11 28 ThePrint Chatterjee Opinion Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Present | No

S03 3826'05' Scroll Swain Opinion Mixed Respectful/analytical | Present | No
2026-06- . . . . .

T02 04 The Wire Bhatia Analysis Mixed Respectful/analytical | Absent | No
2026-06- . . .

Cco1 05 Countercurrents | Subrahmanyam Opinion Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Present | No

so7 | 2026-06- o Gupta (interview with | |0 view | Mixed Respectful/analytical | Present | No
05 Ahuja)
2026-06- . - . .

P03 06 ThePrint Mondal Opinion Neutral/descriptive | Respectful/analytical | Present | No
2026-06- . _ .

RO3 06 Republic World | ANI News Neutral/descriptive | Critical Absent | No

005 (2)226'06' Oplndia Aditi News Hostile Critical Absent | No

P09 (2)226-06- ThePrint Bhutra m:gi':'on' Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Absent | No
2026-06- . . i . .

TO7 10 The Wire Subrahmaniam Opinion Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Absent | No
2026-06- . . .

S10 13 Scroll Roy Chowdhury Opinion Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Present | No
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ID | Date Outlet Author V2 Genre | V5 CJP V6 Bangladesh V7 S;rc‘g'ad“h'
2026-06- . . . . .

uo5 17 Outlook India Yasin Analysis Mixed Respectful/analytical | Present | No
2026-06- - . .

Co04 18 Countercurrents | Senkanal Opinion Mixed Respectful/analytical | Absent | No
2026-07- . - . . . .

RO1 04 Republic World | Gurumurthy Opinion Hostile Hostile/conspiratorial | Present | No
2026-07- . o .

Q04 21 The Quint Varma Fact-check | Neutral/descriptive | Not characterised Present | No

RO2 2(1)26'07' Republic World | Republic World News Neutral/descriptive | Not characterised Absent Ilzlitré)rorted
2026-07- . - . . . .

008 21 OplIndia S. Pandey Opinion Hostile Hostile/conspiratorial | Absent | No

T13 3(1)26'07' The Wire The Wire Staff m:g;:_on_ Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Absent | No
2026-07- . . .

S09 29 Scroll Qayyum Analysis Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Present | No
2026-07- . . - . . . .

001 23 Oplndia Pandey & Nautiyal Opinion Hostile Hostile/conspiratorial | Absent | No
2026-07- . . . .

C12 24 Countercurrents | Basak & Jadeja Opinion Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Present | No
2026-07- . . .

C03 26 Countercurrents | Ahmad Opinion Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Present | No
2026-07- . . . . .

T15 26 The Wire Kaiser Analysis Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Present | Yes
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ID | Date Outlet Author V2 Genre | V5 CJP V6 Bangladesh V7 Sc?irc‘g'ad“h'
2026-07- - . .
Cl1 29 Countercurrents | Shepherd Opinion Sympathetic Critical Present | No
2026-07- . . - . .
TO1 29 The Wire Seethi Opinion Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Present | No
2026-07- . . . .
F10 31 The Federal Banerjee Analysis Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Absent | No
2026-08- . o .
U13 03 Outlook India Outlook News Desk | News Neutral/descriptive | Not characterised Present | No
2026-08- - Bhatia (interview . . -
T14 13 The Wire with Tarig Ali) Interview Sympathetic Critical Absent | No
2026-08- . . . . .
T16 26 The Wire Mookherjee Analysis Sympathetic Respectful/analytical | Present | Yes
Table B2. Claim-level coding (V4a, V4b, V8; 75 claims)
# ID Supporting text (verbatim anchor) Vd4a | Vib V8
With fresh memories of Gen Z-led upheavals in neighbouring countries - Sri Lanka in
1 |F01 |2022, Bangladesh in 2024, and Nepal in 2025, the government is taking such trends | JC Affirms B. Lesson
seriously.
2 | Qo1 Journa_llsts made the qbwo'us regional comparison. First with Bangladesh ... Were we ic Reports E. Relayed
watching the subcontinent's next domino? comparison
Do not insult or underestimate the Gen-Z of India by making such comparisons. . D. Rejected or
3 |Qol (Dipke, quoted) MA | Rejects bounded link
S . o - D. Rejected or
4 | Q01 | Dipke is right. India is not Bangladesh. Its institutions are more complex JC Qualifies bounded link
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# ID Supporting text (verbatim anchor) Vda | Vib V8
But here is where Dipke's argument falls short ... The lesson of Bangladesh is not that

5 | Q01 | street protest is primitive; it is that street protest becomes the instrument of last resort | JC Affirms B. Lesson
when institutions stop functioning.
Bangladesh witnessed student uprisings demanding accountability and dignity ...

6 | C09 | India, despite facing many of the same structural conditions, had not yet witnesseda | JC Affirms A. Regional pattern
similar nationwide youth eruption.

7 NO09 Do_ not insult or underestimate the GenZ of India by making such comparisons MA | Rejects D. Rejectejd or
(Dipke, quoted) bounded link
The Gen Z protesters in Bangladesh brought down Sheikh Hasina's 15-year

8 NO9 | authoritarian government ... these were young people who actually undertook the real | JC Affirms B. Lesson
work of organising

9 P13 They l_Jrought_the government down but he did not quite have gas in the tank to go ic Affirms B. Lesson
and win elections in the country.

10 | TO8 | comparisons with Bangladesh and Nepal began circulating online JC Reports E. Relayed

comparison

11 To8 This is why | remain cautious about celebratory comparisons with Bangladesh and ic Qualifies D. Rejecte_d or
Nepal. bounded link
Dipke, while speaking to Associated Press, clarified that the CJP ... resonates with the

12 | TO4 | broader trend of 'Gen-Z-led' political movements in South Asia ... including Nepal, MA | Affirms A. Regional pattern
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.

13 | p12 The Gen Z revolution in Nepal and Bangladesh is often brought up in the context of ic Reports E. Relayed
the CJP. comparison

14 | p12 there is no comparison between a fledgling democracy in Nepal or a democracy- ic Reiects D. Rejected or
turned-autocracy in Bangladesh and the robust, vibrant democracy that is India. J bounded link

15 | p12 The Natlon_a! Citizens P_ar_ty (NCP) ... flopped in the Bangladesh election ... defeating jC Affirms B. Lesson
the very spirit of the uprising.

16 | T09 They range from the Arab Spring and New York protests in 2011, to Bangladesh in ic AFfirms A. Regional pattern

July-August 2024
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# ID Supporting text (verbatim anchor) Vda | Vib V8
17 | W09 mstea_ld of emo_tlon_ally provoking Gen Z into street protests inspired by situations OT | Affirms C. Threat exhibit
seen in countries like Nepal or Bangladesh (Santy Sharma, quoted)
students turned "Tumi ke, ami ke, Razakar, Razakar' ... into a language of defiance. - .
18 | P11 The historical stakes were different, but the rhetorical mechanism was similar. IC Qualifies A. Regional pattern
19 | S03 The youth mobilisations in Banglades_h succeeded not because of clever memes ic AFfirms B. Lesson
alone. They succeeded because organisers were physically present
20 | SO03 | comparisons with Bangladesh and Nepal are both premature and flawed JC Rejects D. ReJECtETd or
bounded link
21 | TO2 Add to t_hat the upsurge 01_‘ Gen Z in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, which led to political ic Affirms B. Lesson
change in both the countries.
22 | CO1 | Sri Lanka imploded. Bangladesh erupted. Nepal lurched from crisis to crisis. JC Affirms A. Regional pattern
23 | CO1 | So. Is India next? (perceived) JC Affirms A. Regional pattern
o4 | 507 A lot of commentators in India are calling this the start of a movement and saying ic Reports E. Relayed
that it could lead to Nepal or Bangladesh-like street protests in India. (interviewer) P comparison
I would not draw those conclusions about the Cockroach Janta Party for one simple . D. Rejected or
25 | S07 reason: so far, it's just been online. (Amit Ahuja) oT Rejects bounded link
26 | 005 Thgy want to mimic the V|0Ie_nt protests in neighbouring Nepal and Bangladesh, ic AFfirms C. Threat exhibit
which led to the ouster of their respective governments.
the movement has inevitably drawn comparisons to recent youth-led political E. Relaved
27 | P03 | upheavals in the neighbourhood ... a youth-led uprising in Bangladesh toppled Sheikh | JC Reports ' Y
S L comparison
Hasina's regime in 2024.
28 | P03 Dlpke: however_, has rejected sugh parlallels. Do not insult or underestimate the Gen Z MA | Rejects D. Rejectgd or
of India by making such comparisons bounded link
media messages systematically invoke recent violent civil unrest ... in ... Sri Lanka,
29 | RO3 | Bangladesh, and Nepal, explicitly inciting the public to uproot the current OT | Affirms C. Threat exhibit

administration identically (petitioner)
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# ID Supporting text (verbatim anchor) Vda | Vib V8
against the backdrop of youth revolutions that dethroned sitting governments in the E. Relayed
30 | PO9 . : . ; - oT Reports ’
neighbouring countries of Nepal and Bangladesh (foreign media, relayed) comparison
the government went soft on the CJP for fear of provoking a violent backlash ...
31 | TO7 | especially in light of revolts that upended incumbent regimes in Nepal and JC Affirms B. Lesson
Bangladesh.
in well-formed states like India - as opposed to Nepal and Bangladesh where such D. Reiected or
32 | S10 | Gen Z movements toppled governments - they can amount to little more than a JC Qualifies - REJecte
. (o bounded link
dramatic exhibition
sceptical of comparisons with youth-led upheavals in Bangladesh, Nepal or Sri D. Reiected or
33 | UO5 | Lanka. 'India is simply too large and too diverse for such comparisons to hold.' oT Rejects - ejecte
bounded link
(quoted analyst)
both the media and social media users have begun to assert ... much like in E. Relayed
34 | Co4 Bangladesh and Nepal, a Gen-Z revolution is about to unfold in India. IC Reports comparison
those who desperately long for anarchy and a regime change, similar to the youth-led . -
35 | RO political upheavals witnessed recently in Nepal and Bangladesh (standfirst) IC Affirms C. Threat exhibit
36 | RO1 | anengineered regime change orchestrated by the American CIA JC Affirms C. Threat exhibit
37 | RO1 !eft—ll_beral mtellect_u:_;lls and media houses in India began fantasizing about an ic Affirms C. Threat exhibit
identical youth uprising here
38 | RO1 | predicting that a Dhaka-style regime change was imminent in New Delhi JC Affirms C. Threat exhibit
The violent 'student’ protest in Bangladesh had also begun with a genuine quota issue
39 | 008 | but was dominated by political outfits Bangladesh Nationalist Party and Jamaat-e- JC Affirms C. Threat exhibit
Islami.
40 | 008 The violent regime changeg, in B_angla_desh and Nepal rekindled hopes of a ic Affirms C. Threat exhibit
despondent political opposition in India.
41 | 008 In apparent hopes that the Cockroaches could pull off a Bangladesh-like regime ic AFfirms C. Threat exhibit

change against the Modi government
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# ID Supporting text (verbatim anchor) Vda | Vib V8
An image which purportedly shows a notice, allegedly issued by the Bangladesh D. Reiected or

42 | Q04 | Jamaat-e-Islami ... to claim that they expressed solidarity with the Cockroach Janta JC Rejects bdun c;e q link
Party (CJP) [fact-checked as Al-generated]

43 | Rop | e expressour full and uncondltlopal solidarity with the ongoing student movement OT | Affirms F. Solidarity
in India (purported Jamaat-e-Islami letter, presented as genuine)

44 | RO2 Analysts point out that such statements from Bangladesh-based groups could be seen OT | Affirms C. Threat exhibit
as external meddling
his ruling party has underestimated the raw anger among young people in India,

45 | T13 | particularly after recent student movements in neighboring Bangladesh and Nepal OT | Affirms B. Lesson
toppled governments (New York Times, quoted)

46 | S09 [Ir_1d_|a meets the_ conditions of] the ladder [educated unemployment] and the measure ic AFfirms A. Regional pattern
[visible inequality]
This is where India differs most sharply from the other three. Its army has never taken - D. Rejected or

47 | 503 power JC Qualifies bounded link
In Dhaka, on the night of August 4, 2024, the army chief and his generals resolved

48 | S09 | notto fire on civilians ... each reached a point where a leader could have conceded JC Affirms B. Lesson
something small but chose to clear the street instead.

49 | 001 Nepal bana denge' threats, indicating Bangladesh- and Nepal-like violent regime ic AFfirms C. Threat exhibit
changes

50 | O01 | if not ousted from power in a Nepal-Bangladesh fashion JC Affirms C. Threat exhibit

51 | c12 In this respect, the CJP protest resembles the recent youth movements in Bangladesh ic Affirms A. Regional pattern
and Nepal.

52 | C12 Bangladesh cr(_)ssed tha}t line when the anti-quota agitation became a single point ic AFfirms B. Lesson
movement against Hasina.

53 | C12 In India, the likely outcome is not a Bangladesh-style overthrow or a Nepal-style ic Qualifies D. Rejectgd or
collapse of government. bounded link

54 | CO3 In Bangladesh, that realization helped bring down Sheikh Hasina. In India, it has jC Affirms A. Regional pattern

crawled into national politics under the ... banner of the Cockroach Janta Party.
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# ID Supporting text (verbatim anchor) Vda | Vib V8

55 | Co3 Hasina's government dl_scovered too late that fear governs efficiently only until ic AFfirms B. Lesson
people become more frightened of silence than punishment.

56 | CO3 India now s_tands somewhere glong that dangerous continuum. The Cockroach ic Qualifies | A. Regional pattern
movement is not yet a revolution

57 | T15 | Unlike other countries, it started as an online satiric in the name of CJP JC Quialifies D. Rejecte_d or

bounded link

58 | T15 | Like all other countries, the movement got much decentralised JC Affirms A. Regional pattern
the movement should also be careful in not letting in partisan priorities and

59 | T15 | appropriation of the country's youth anger against an oppressive government like JC Affirms B. Lesson
Bangladesh.
The public must remain vigilant to ensure that the organic outpouring of anger ... is .

60 | T15 not hijacked by political forces (Rakinul Hakim, Bangladeshi human rights lawyer) OT | Affirms B. Lesson
wise enough to move away from the Gen Z protest style seen in some neighbouring D. Reiected or

61 | C11 | countries ... Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and Nepal confronted their governments through | JC Rejects bdun c;e d link
muscle power and violence.

62 | Tol 226]2P4belongs to a family of youth movements ... In Bangladesh, students rose up in ic AFfirms A. Regional pattern

63 | TO1 | They organise through cell phones rather than party offices. JC Affirms A. Regional pattern

64 | TO1 | India and Pakistan have not seen the same kind of regime-toppling revolt JC Qualifies D. Rejecte_d or

bounded link

65 | Tol In Ba_ngladesh, after Hasina's fall, the youth-backed National Citizen's Party struggled ic AFfirms B. Lesson
to build grassroots reach
In each of these agitations, the specific triggers were different ... but it was giving a

66 | F10 | much wider populace of mostly younger people the opportunity to express their angst | OT | Affirms A. Regional pattern
(Harsh Mandar)

67 | U13 | Protests in Bangladesh, Nepal are being used to defame us; we are different (Dipke) | MA | Rejects D. Rejected or

bounded link
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# ID Supporting text (verbatim anchor) Vda | Vib V8

68 | UI3 Exiled Bangladeshi author Taslima Nasreen had drawn parallels between the two ic Reports E. Relayed
movements. comparison

69 | T14 this preak_, I think, could be more important than what happened ... in Bangladesh oT Affirms A. Regional pattern
(Tarig Ali)

720 | T14 the_students .. Were pO|ItICla||y very weak and accepte(_j the advice of the Army ... OT | Affirms B. Lesson
So it was a bad choice ... It's not a good example. (Tarig Ali)

71 | T16 '_[he you'gh movements in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal and India has been a force of ic AFfirms F. Solidarity
inspiration for each other
[Taslima Nasrin] analysed the CJP protests in Delhi, saying that they were similar to .

72116 the 2024 Bangladesh uprising (and that Indians should observe what followed) OT | Affirms B. Lesson

73 | T16 CJpP Iea_der Abhijit Dipke said that the protests in India should not be defamed by MA | Rejects D. Rejectejd or
comparing them to Bangladesh and Nepal. bounded link
Exams, employment and the mobility that can arise from them have become a . .

4| Ti6 flashpoint for struggles among the youth in both Bangladesh and India IC Affirms A. Regional pattern

75 | T16 The Indian youth movement cogld_also_ learn lessons from the post-uprising trajectory ic AFfirms B. Lesson
from across South Asia and avoid its pitfalls.

Totals (V8): D. Rejected or bounded link 18; B. Lesson 18; A. Regional pattern 16; C. Threat exhibit 13; E. Relayed comparison 8; F. Solidarity 2;

total 75. V4a: JC 56; OT 13; MA 6.

Appendix C. Search Protocol and Query Log

Table C1. Search Protocol

ltem

Detail

Search dates

25-26 September 2026 (Istanbul time, UTC+3)

Search tool

Web-search function of an Al research assistant (Claude, Anthropic), querying a commercial search index;
up to 10 results returned per query; results as returned, no further paging

Location and personalisation

No user sign-in, search history, or personalisation; the tool’s search service is United States—based
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ltem

Detail

Publication window

16 May—28 August 2026 (applied at screening, from each article’s publication date)

Language

English (non-English records retrieved were recorded and excluded)

Stage 1 strings (4)

“Cockroach Janta Party” Bangladesh; CJP Bangladesh “Gen Z”; “cockroach” Bangladesh protest; “India
Gen Z” Bangladesh

Stage 2 strings (2 x 24 domains)

site:domain] “Cockroach Janta Party” Bangladesh; site:[domain] cockroach Bangladesh “Gen Z”

Stage 2 domains (24)

thequint.com; theprint.in; countercurrents.org; republicworld.com; opindia.com; thewire.in;
outlookindia.com; thehindu.com; indianexpress.com; hindustantimes.com; timesofindia.indiatimes.com;
ndtv.com; indiatoday.in; scroll.in; deccanherald.com; news18.com; firstpost.com; wionews.com;
frontline.thehindu.com; newslaundry.com; thefederal.com; telegraphindia.com; livemint.com;
economictimes.indiatimes.com

Domains returning no pages

thehindu.com; indianexpress.com; hindustantimes.com; timesofindia.indiatimes.com; ndtv.com;
indiatoday.in; news18.com; firstpost.com; frontline.thehindu.com; telegraphindia.com; livemint.com;
economictimes.indiatimes.com

Stage 3 (supplementary, 4)

Outlet-restricted variants run before the Stage 2 strings were fixed (Table C2, queries 5-8)

Duplicate handling

Records de-duplicated by URL and headline; AMP and mobile versions collapsed to one record

Screening outcome

Unique Indian-outlet records: 174; eligible: 150; linked (analysed): 39; other Bangladesh reference: 7; no
Bangladesh reference: 104

Replication note

Search indexes change; re-running the strings on the same or another engine will not return identical results.
The list of all screened records with URLSs and outcomes (Supplementary File S1) is the authoritative record
of the corpus.

Table C2. Query log (56 queries)

# | Stage Query string Results | Indian- Record IDs (Supplementary File S1)
outlet
records

1 | General "Cockroach Janta Party" Bangladesh 9 1 wo1

2 | General CJP Bangladesh "Gen Z* 10 0 —
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# | Stage Query string Results | Indian- Record IDs (Supplementary File S1)
outlet
records

3 | General "cockroach" Bangladesh protest 9 0 —

4 | General "India Gen Z" Bangladesh 9 1 X01

5 | Supplementary | site:countercurrents.org cockroaches Bangladesh | 9 9 C09 C03 C01 C10CO06 C11C02 C04 C12
Gen Z

6 | Supplementary | site:republicworld.com Gen-Z cockroach 9 7 R01 RO7 R10 R09 R11 R12 R13
Bangladesh

7 | Supplementary | site:thewire.in Gen Z uprisings Bangladesh 9 9 TO01 TO2 TO3 TO4 TO5 T15 TO6 TO7 T16
Cockroach Janta Party

8 | Supplementary | site:outlookindia.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 8 U02 U01 U03 U04 U05 U06 UO7 U08
youth protests

9 | Standard S5 site:thequint.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 8 Q01 Q02 Q03 Q04 Q05 Q06 Q07 Q08
Bangladesh

10 | Standard S5 site:theprint.in "Cockroach Janta Party" 10 9 P01 P02 P03 P04 P05 P06 P07 P08 P10
Bangladesh

11 | Standard S5 site:countercurrents.org "Cockroach Janta Party" | 9 9 C01 C02 C03 C04 C05 Co6 C07 C08 C09
Bangladesh

12 | Standard S5 site:republicworld.com "Cockroach Janta Party” | 9 8 R02 RO3 R04 R0O5 R06 R07 R08 R09
Bangladesh

13 | Standard S5 site:opindia.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 8 002 003 001 O04 005 006 010 O07
Bangladesh

14 | Standard S5 site:thewire.in "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 9 TO8 T02 TO9 TO7 T16 T1I0 T11 TO1 T12
Bangladesh

15 | Standard S5 site:outlookindia.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 8 U05 U09 U10 U08 UO7 U11 U12 U13

Bangladesh
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# | Stage Query string Results | Indian- Record IDs (Supplementary File S1)
outlet
records
16 | Standard S5 site:thehindu.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 0 —
Bangladesh
17 | Standard S5 site:indianexpress.com "Cockroach Janta Party” | 9 0 —
Bangladesh
18 | Standard S5 site:hindustantimes.com "Cockroach Janta Party" | 9 0 —
Bangladesh
19 | Standard S5 site:timesofindia.indiatimes.com "Cockroach 9 0 —
Janta Party" Bangladesh
20 | Standard S5 site:ndtv.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 0 —
Bangladesh
21 | Standard S5 site:indiatoday.in "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 0 —
Bangladesh
22 | Standard S5 site:scroll.in "Cockroach Janta Party" Bangladesh | 9 8 S01 S02 S03 S04 S05 S06 S07 S08
23 | Standard S5 site:deccanherald.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 10 10 D01 D02 D03 D04 D05 D06 D07 D08 D09
Bangladesh D10
24 | Standard S5 site:news18.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 0 —
Bangladesh
25 | Standard S5 site:firstpost.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 0 —
Bangladesh
26 | Standard S5 site:wionews.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 8 W01 w02 W03 W04 W05 W06 W07 W08
Bangladesh
27 | Standard S5 site:frontline.thehindu.com "Cockroach Janta 9 0 —

Party" Bangladesh
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# | Stage Query string Results | Indian- Record IDs (Supplementary File S1)
outlet
records
28 | Standard S5 site:newslaundry.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 8 NO2 NO3 N04 NO5 NO6 NO7 N13 NO8
Bangladesh
29 | Standard S5 site:thefederal.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 7 FO1 FO2 FO3 F04 FO5 FO6 FO7
Bangladesh
30 | Standard S5 site:telegraphindia.com "Cockroach Janta Party" | 9 0 —
Bangladesh
31 | Standard S5 site:livemint.com "Cockroach Janta Party" 9 0 —
Bangladesh
32 | Standard S5 site:economictimes.indiatimes.com "Cockroach | 9 0 —
Janta Party" Bangladesh
33 | Standard S6 site:thequint.com cockroach Bangladesh "Gen Z" | 9 3 Q09 Q10 Q11
34 | Standard S6 site:theprint.in cockroach Bangladesh "Gen Z" 9 9 P11 P01 P12 P09 P03 P05 P13 P14 P15
35 | Standard S6 site:countercurrents.org cockroach Bangladesh 9 7 C09 C03 C01 C10C02 Co6 C11
"Gen 2"
36 | Standard S6 site:republicworld.com cockroach Bangladesh 9 4 R07 R10 R11 R12
"Gen 2"
37 | Standard S6 site:opindia.com cockroach Bangladesh "Gen Z" | 9 3 008 003 009
38 | Standard S6 site:thewire.in cockroach Bangladesh "Gen Z" 10 8 TO1TO2 TO3 TO5 TO7 T13T15T14
39 | Standard S6 site:outlookindia.com cockroach Bangladesh 9 4 Ui14 U15 Ul16 U17
"Gen 2"
40 | Standard S6 site:thehindu.com cockroach Bangladesh "Gen 9 0 —

le
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# | Stage Query string Results | Indian- Record IDs (Supplementary File S1)
outlet
records
41 | Standard S6 site:indianexpress.com cockroach Bangladesh 9 0 —
"Gen Z"
42 | Standard S6 site:hindustantimes.com cockroach Bangladesh | 9 0 —
"Gen Z"
43 | Standard S6 site:timesofindia.indiatimes.com cockroach 9 0 —
Bangladesh "Gen Z"
44 | Standard S6 site:ndtv.com cockroach Bangladesh "Gen Z" 9 0 —
45 | Standard S6 site:indiatoday.in cockroach Bangladesh "Gen Z" | 9 0 —
46 | Standard S6 site:scroll.in cockroach Bangladesh "Gen Z*" 10 10 S09 S08 S10 S11 S17 S12 S13 S14 S15 S16
47 | Standard S6 site:deccanherald.com cockroach Bangladesh 9 8 D11 D12 D13 D14 D15 D16 D17 D18
"Gen Z"
48 | Standard S6 site:news18.com cockroach Bangladesh "Gen Z" | 9 0 —
49 | Standard S6 site:firstpost.com cockroach Bangladesh "Gen Z" | 9 0 —
50 | Standard S6 site:wionews.com cockroach Bangladesh "Gen 10 10 W08 W09 W10 W11 W12 W06 W13 W14
z" W15 W16
51 | Standard S6 site:frontline.thehindu.com cockroach 9 0 —
Bangladesh "Gen Z"
52 | Standard S6 site:newslaundry.com cockroach Bangladesh 9 5 NO1 NO9 N12 N10 N11
"Gen Z"
53 | Standard S6 site:thefederal.com cockroach Bangladesh "Gen | 9 9 FO1 FO8 FO9 F10 F14 F15 F11 F12 F13
le
54 | Standard S6 site:telegraphindia.com cockroach Bangladesh 9 0 —

"Gen Z"
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# | Stage Query string Results | Indian- Record IDs (Supplementary File S1)
outlet
records
55 | Standard S6 site:livemint.com cockroach Bangladesh "Gen Z" | 9 0 —
56 | Standard S6 site:economictimes.indiatimes.com cockroach 9 0 —
Bangladesh "Gen Z"

Table C3. Eligible articles by outlet

Outlet Eligible Linked (analysed) Other Bangladesh reference
Countercurrents 11 0
Deccan Herald 16 0 0
Newslaundry 11 1 0
Oplndia 9 3 1
Outlook India 16 2 0
Republic World 11 3 0
Scroll 15 4 1
The Federal 13 2 0
The Quint 7 2 0
The Wire 16 10 0
ThePrint 13 5 1
WION 12 1 4

Other Bangladesh references (not analysed): W01 (WION, 2026-05-21): follower-geography claims (Bangladesh-based followers); WION reports
data show no Pakistan/Bangladesh in top five; W03 (WION, 2026-05-22): follower-geography claim; W07 (WION, 2026-05-22): follower-
geography claim; W08 (WION, 2026-05-30): follower-geography claim ("Some users claimed ... Pakistan, Bangladesh and the USA form 77%");
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P08 (ThePrint, 2026-07-27): "Cockroach Janta Party Bangladesh" copycat accounts; O02 (Oplindia, 2026-05-22): follower-geography claim; S08
(Scroll, 2026-05-25): "Bangladeshis" as targets of pejorative labels in India; no link to July Movement.
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IDs correspond to Tables B1, B2 and Supplementary File S1.
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Supplementary File S1 (Excel workbook) contains: (1) the full query log; (2) all 174 screened records
with outlet, date, genre, URL, screening outcome, and notes; and (3) the claim-level ¢
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